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Address  Anne Mouruds veg 38, 2615 Lillehammer, Norway. Telephone +4790135154 

Academic positions 1. Professor, Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences, P.O Box 400, 

2418 Elverum, Norway. Email: halvor.nordby@inn.no 

2. (20% position), The University of Oslo, The Faculty of Medicine, Institute 

of Health and Society, P.O. Box 1089 Blindern, 0317 Oslo, Norway. Email: 

halvor.nordby@medisin.uio.no 

 

Bionote (summary) 

  

My main areas of research are management, communication, health 

care, social work and ethics. I have had a central role in a large number 

of national and international research projects, and extensive 

experience from committee work, teaching, coaching and supervision 

on all levels. I have published thirteen books (nine as sole author) and 

more than one hundred scientific articles (sole author or main author).  

 

Academic Record 

 

1989   Examen Artium, Oslo Katedralskole 

1989  Examen Philosophicum, Mathematical methods, The University of Oslo 

(UIO)  

1990   General statistics, UIO 

1992   Philosophy, Intermediate subject, UIO 

1993   Psychology, Foundation subject, UIO 

1993   Theology, Foundation subject, UIO 

1994 Internordic graduate course in philosophy (IGCP), The University of Lund, 

Sweden. 

1995    IGCP, UIO. 

1996 IGCP, The University of Helsinki, Finland. 

1996   Master degree in philosophy, UIO. Title of MA thesis: Kripkes   

  skeptiske problem (Kripke's sceptical problem). Title of MA essays:  

  ‘John McDowell on Rule-following’ and ‘Alan Goldman on Ethical 

  Realism’ 

2000 D.Phil, The University of Oxford, Balliol College. Title of D.Phil Thesis: 

Concept Possession and Incorrect Understanding 

2001-04  NFR Post doctorate research scholar, Dep. of philosophy, UIO 

2002-04 Academic teacher, Dep. of health manag. and health economics, UIO  

2004-06 Associate professor (engagement), The University College of Lillehammer 

(HIL), Faculty of health and social work 

2004- Associate professor (20% position), Institute of health and society, Dep. of 

health management and health economics, UIO   

2006- Professor, HIL 



2014-15 Full time position UIO, Institute of Health and society (leave from HIL) 

2015- Professor, HIL (20% position UIO) 

 

Awarded Scholarships 
 

1994 Scholarship from the department of philosophy, UIO, for participation in 

Internordic graduate course in philosophy (IGCP), The University of Lund 

1996 Scholarship from The University of Helsinki for participation in IGCP, The 

University of Helsinki 

1997-00  Scholarship ‘Overretssakfører Axel Brynies,Helga Brynies and   

   Adelheid Jordans legat’ for D.phil studies at The University of Oxford 

1997-99 Several smaller scholarships from Balliol College, The University of Oxford 

2001-04 Research scholarship (‘Post doctor scholarship’) from the Norwegian 

Research Council 

2003 Scholarship from The Norwegian Research Council for research at The 

University of Oxford (visiting researcher) 

 

Teaching  

 

1996   Lectures at the department of philosophy, UIO, Department Pilestredet.  

1998-99  Undergraduate Tutor, The University of Oxford    

2001-02   Examen Philosophicum, UIO and HIL 

2001-2004 D.Phil/research course: Communication and concept possession (course 

responsible and teacher), Dep of philosophy, UIO 

 D.Phil/research course: Patient communication (course responsible and 

teacher), Dep of philosophy, UIO 

 D.Phil/research course: Social externalism (course responsible and teacher,) 

Dep of philosophy, UIO  

2004- Further education courses for health and social workers, HIL 

2002 - Examen Facultatum, (course in philosophy of science and methodology), 

Institute of health management and health economics, UIO   

2003- Nasjonal Paramedic Utdanning, (bachelor course for paramedics), HIL 

2003- Foundations of ethics, health- and social work courses, HIL 

2004- Guest lecturer in bachelor and master courses at many academic institutions 

2004- Lecturer and speaker in seminars and conferences arranged by health- and 

social work organisations. 

2004-   Philosophy of science, master course, HIL (course responsible and lecturer) 

2007- Master courses in health communication (course responsible and lecturer), 

Department of health management and health economics, UIO 

2008- D.Phil/research courses in social work, HIL/The University of Karlstad 

(lecturer) 

2011-   D.Phil/research courses, UIO (lecturer) 

2014-    Master courses in ethics and health management, UIO   

      

Other academic and work related experiences 

 

1994-95  Cofounder of Filosofisk prosjektsenter, Oslo 

1996-97  Assistant editor of the international philosophical journal Inquiry    



2001-04  Supervisor for master students, department of philosophy, UIO 

2003- Responsible for bachelor and master courses, HIL and UIO  

2004-  Supervisor for bachelor students at HIL, UIO and other academic institutions 

2006- Supervisor for higher degree students at HIL, UIO and other academic 

institutions 

2006-   Committee member, master and D.Phil degrees, HIL and UIO 

2006-   Commitee member, academic positions, including professor levels 

2006-   Organizer of conferences and seminars, HIL, UIO and many other places 

2014- Program director for Master study in health administration, Faculty of 

medicine, Dep. of health management and health economics, UIO 

 

Selected scientific publications 

 

 

International journals (sole author) 

 

2003 Contradictory beliefs and cognitive access, SATS, 1. 

2003  Doctor-patient-interaction is non-holistic, Medicine, Health Care and 

Philosophy, 2.  

2003 Ethics for paramedics: Consequences versus patients’ autonomy, 

Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 3. 

2004 Concept possession and incorrect understanding, Philosophical Explorations, 

1. 

2004  The importance of knowing how to talk about illness without applying the 

concept of illness, Nursing Philosophy, 5. 

2005   Davidson on social externalism, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, 1. 

2004 Communicative challenges for paramedics: Language and interpretation, 

Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 4. 

2005   Art and radical interpretation, Nordic Journal of Esthetics, 3.   

2005 Medical explanations in paramedic-patient-interaction: An argument from 

language act theory, Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and 

Emergency Medicine, 4. 

2006 The holism argument against modern philosophy of mind. SATS, 1-2. 

2006 Nurse-patient communication: Language mastery and concept possession, 

Nursing Inquiry, 1.  

2006 Face-to-face and interactive communication: A perspective from philosophy 

of mind and language, Seminar.net, 3. 

http://www.seminar.net/index.php/volume-2-issue-2-2006-

previousissuesmeny-114 

2006 The analytic-synthetic distinction and conceptual analyses of basic health 

concepts, Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 2. 

2007 Meaning and normativity in nurse-patient-interaction, Nursing Philosophy,1 

2008  The holistic dimension of nurse-patient-interaction, Holistic Nursing 

Practice, 2. 

2008 Wittgenstein’s theory of conceptual competence and virtue analyses of ethical 

dilemmas in nursing practice. Online Journal of Health ethics, 1.  

http://www.seminar.net/index.php/volume-2-issue-2-2006-previousissuesmeny-114
http://www.seminar.net/index.php/volume-2-issue-2-2006-previousissuesmeny-114


2008 Values, cultural identity and communication: A Perspective from philosophy 

of language. Journal of Intercultural Communication, 17. 

2008 Medical explanations and lay conceptions of disease and illness. 

Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics, 6.   

2009                            Scepticism and internalism, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 1. 

2011 The nature and limits of interactive communication, Seminar.net, 1. 

2012 Mental content externalism and social understanding. Open journal of 

philosophy, 2, 1. 

2013 Ethics in Prehospital Emergency Medicine: An Ethical Dilemma in 

Patient Communication, WebmedCentral: Medical Ethics, 4. 

2013 Ethics in paramedic services: A communication challenge in patient 

interaction. BMC Medical ethics, 14:44. 

2014 Patients’ right to make their own choices in a prehospital setting, 

Journal of Clinical Research and Bioethics, 5, 171.  

2014 Manager-employee communication: A philosophical model of 

understanding and contextual agreement. Philosophy of Management, 2  

2014  Philosophical speech act theory and challenges in interactive dialogue: 

Experiences of prehospital communication. Seminar.net 10,2. 

 http://www.seminar.net/index.php/101-news/latest/227-article-list-vol-

10-issue-2 

2015  Experienced challenges in prehospital management: Communication 

and cooperation in manager-employee interaction. Journal of Health 

Management 17,1 

2015  Communicative management in ambulance services. Journal of 

Medical Practice Management, 4. 

2015  A study of interaction between station managers and paramedics 

working in front-line units. Journal of Medical Practice Management, 

5. 

2015  Prehospital management: Limits and possibilities Journal of Medical 

Practice Management, 6. 

2015 Manager-employee interaction in ambulance services: An exploratory 

study of employee perspectives on management communication. The 

Health Care Manager 32, 2. 

2015  The importance of reliable information exchange in emergency 

practices: A misunderstanding that was uncovered before it was too 

late. BMC Medical ethics 16. http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-

6939/16/46 

2016 Communication and the interpretive principle of charity in nurse-

patient interaction. Research and theory for nursing practice, 2. 

2016 The meaning of illness in nursing practice: A philosophical model of 

communication and concept possession. Nursing Philosophy, 2.  

2016 Social simulation theory:  A framework to explain nurses' 

understanding of patients' experiences of ill health. Nursing Inquiry, 3. 

2017 Concept communication and interpretation of illness: A holistic 

perspective on social understanding in nursing practice. Holistic 

Nursing Practice, 2 (forthcoming). 

 

 

http://www.seminar.net/index.php/101-news/latest/227-article-list-vol-10-issue-2
http://www.seminar.net/index.php/101-news/latest/227-article-list-vol-10-issue-2
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6939/16/46
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6939/16/46


 

International journals (first author) 

 

2008 Communication in an emergency setting. Scandinavian Journal of 

Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 5. Co author Øyvind 

Nøhr, HIL 

2009 Interactive medical emergency communication involving callers in crisis. 

Journal of Telemedicine and Telecare, 7. Co author Øyvind Nøhr, HIL  

2011 Care and empathy in ambulance services: paramedics’ experiences of 

communicative challenges in transports of patients with prolonged 

cancer. Journal of communication in health care, 3-4. Co author 

Øyvind Nøhr, HIL 

2011  The ethics of resuscitation: How do paramedics experience ethical 

dilemmas when faced with cancer patients with cardiac arrest? 

Prehopsital and disaster medicine, 4. Co-author: Øyvind Nøhr, HIL 

 

 

Norwegian scientific journals (sole author) 

 

1997   Drømmeargumentet, Norsk Filosofisk Tidsskrift, 4.  

2001   Begrep om sykdom, Tidsskrift for den Norske Lægeforening, 10. 

2002  Wittgenstein om drømmehypotesen og regel-følging, Norsk Filosofisk 

Tidsskrift, 3. 

2002 Lege-pasient-interaksjon og to begreper om kommunikasjon’, Tidsskrift for 

den Norske Lægeforening, 29. 

2003 Om sykdomsbegrepet, Tidsskrift for den Norske Lægeforening, 10.  

2003 Verdighet gjennom livsfaser, Aldring og Livsløp, 4.  

2004  En enhetlig eller mangfoldig forståelse av sykdom?, Tidsskrift for den Norske 

Lægeforening, 2.  

2005 Sykdomsbegrepets vaghet i lege-pasient-interaksjon, Tidsskrift for Den 

Norske Lægeforening, 6. 

2005 Oppfatningstilskrivelser og begrepsbeherskelse, Norsk Filosofisk Tidsskrift, 2. 

2005 Livsformer og begrepsbeherskelse, Impuls, 1. 

2008 Kommunikasjon og helseledelse. Tidsskrift for Den Norske 

Lægeforening, 8. Co author Grete Botten UIO. 

2009 Når pasienten nekter helsehjelp. Tidsskrift for Den Norske 

Lægeforening, 4. 

2009 Samhandling mellom leger og ambulansepersonell. Tidsskrift for Den 

Norske Lægeforening, 15. 

2014 Et filosofisk essay om primæregenskaper i kunstobjekter. Online: 

http://www.arnoldsche.com/out/media/files/buecher/405-

7_CosmicDebris_norsk_neu.pdf. Stuttgart: Arnoldsche publishers 

 

Books (sole author) 

 

2001   Concept possession and incorrect understanding, Oslo: Sokrates publishing  

                                    company (ISBN 82-91125-05-8). 

http://www.arnoldsche.com/out/media/files/buecher/405-7_CosmicDebris_norsk_neu.pdf
http://www.arnoldsche.com/out/media/files/buecher/405-7_CosmicDebris_norsk_neu.pdf


2009 Foundations of health care: Communicative challenges and ethical 

dilemmas. Oslo: Unipub. This book is a collection of previously 

published articles. It also contains three new articles (see below). 

2009   Kommunikasjon og helseledelse. Oslo: Cappelen akademisk. 

2009 Linguistic experts and degrees of conceptual competence. Germany: VDM 

publishing.  

2010 Etikk og kommunikasjon i prehospitalt medisinsk arbeid. Oslo: Gyldendal 

Akademisk.  

2012 Etiske dilemmaer i helse- og omsorgsarbeid. Oslo: Gyldendal 

akademisk. 

2013 Etikk i barnevern. Oslo: Gyldendal akademisk. Contributions by Bjørn-

Arne Buer and Camilla Bennin (HIL). 

2014   Distance and Nearness. Stuttgart: Arnoldsche publishers. 

2014 Etikk og kommunikasjon i ambulansearbeid: 101 eksempler. Oslo: 

Akademika/Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. 

2014 Samhandling i prehospitalt arbeid. Oslo: Gyldendal akademisk. 

2017 Konflikthåndtering for ledere. Oslo: Gyldendal akademisk. 

    

 

Books (main editor) 

 

2011 Social aspects of illness, disease and long-term sickness absence. H Nordby, 

R Rønning HIL, G Tellnes UIO (eds). Oslo: Unipub.   

  

Books (co author/editor) 

 

2003 Bricoleurenes messe. Oslo: Labyrinth press. Co-author: Cecilie Skeide, 

Lillehammer Art Museum. 

2014 Medisinens nye logikk (Eds: G Botten, J Frich, T Hagen, T Iversen, H 

Nordby). Oslo: Akademika forlag 

 

 

Research reports and chapters in scientific anthologies 

 

2004 En holistisk tilnærming til organisering av sykehus, in Ole Berg UIO (ed): 

Medisin og helse. Oslo: Unipub. Co-author: Lars Erik Kjekshus, UIO. 

2007 The analytic-synthetic distinction and conditions of understanding, in Jón 

Ólafsson and Juha Räikkä (eds): Rationality in local and global contexts.  

Reports from the Department of Philosophy, vol.18. University of Turku, 

Finland. 

 2007 Førstemann inn: Møter mellom ambulansepersonell og foreldre som har 

mistet barn i krybbedød, The University College of Lillehammer: Research 

report 133-07 (ISSN 0807-2647; ISBN 82-7184-325-7). 

(http://ask.bibsys.no/ask/action/show?pid=070246394&kid=biblio 

2008   Oppression of meaning: A philosophical account, in P Huuse 

                                   (ed): Value and Culture. Oslo: Delta Press. 

2008 Barn og unges etiske kompetanseutvikling i et dannelsesperspektiv, in P 

Nygren and H Thuen (ed): Barn og unges kompetanseutvikling.  

http://ask.bibsys.no/ask/action/show?pid=070246394&kid=biblio


Oslo: Universitetsforlaget 

2009 Truth-telling in doctor-patient interaction, in Communicative 

challenges and ethical dilemmas in health care (above). 

2009 Communicative challenges and ethical dilemmas in health care: The 

nature and significance of a philosophical approach, in Foundations of 

health care: Communicative challenges and ethical dilemmas (above). 

2009 The ethical dimension of paramedic-patient interaction, in Foundations 

of health care: Communicative challenges and ethical dilemmas 

(above). 

2009 Verdier som sosial kapital i sosialt arbeid, in R Rønning & B Starrin (eds): 

Sosial Kapital i et velferdsperspektiv. Oslo: Gyldendal akademisk.  

2010 Values in social work: A Philosophical discussion of normative questions. 

HIL series, Research paper 189 (ISSN 0806-8348). 

2011 Disease, illness and long term sickness absence: A conceptual framework for 

categorising controversial cases. In: Social aspects of illness, disease and 

long-term sickness absence (above) 

2011 The subjectivity of illness, social roles and the harmful dysfunction 

analysis of disease. In: Social aspects of illness, disease and long-term 

sickness absence (above) 

2011 Research on long-term sickness absence: The need for a wide 

methodological approach. In Social aspects of illness, disease and long-

term sickness absence (above). Co-authors: R Rønning and G Tellnes. 

2011 Värderingar som socialt kapital. In B Starrin (ed), Socialt capital i et 

välfärdsperspektiv. Stockholm: Liber. 

2012 Kommunikasjonsutfodringer i det fremtidige multikulturelle 

helsevesenet. In Melberg H O and Kjekshus L (eds). Det fremtidige 

helsevesenet. Bergen: Fagbokforlaget. Co-author: Grete Botten, UIO 

2014 Kommunikasjon og helseledelse. Medisinens nye logikk (Eds: G Botten, J 

Frich, T Hagen, T Iversen, H Nordby). Oslo: Akademika forlag. 

2014 Helsetjenestens nye logikk: fortsatt målrettet mangfold. (G Botten, J Frich, T 

Hagen, T Iversen, H Nordby). Medisinens nye logikk (Eds: G Botten, J Frich, 

T Hagen, T Iversen, H Nordby). Oslo: Akademika forlag. 

2014  Kollegapaternalisme og kompetanseoverstyring i ambulansetjenester. 

The University College of Lillehammer: Research report 164 (45 

pages). ISBN 978-82-7184-368-7. 

(http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/handle/11250/274048) 

2015 Presumptivt samtykke i prehospitalt arbeid. (Presumed consent in 

prehospital work). The University College of Lillehammer: Research 

report 165 (44 pages). ISBN 978-82-7184-7. 

 (http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/handle/11250/278059) 

2017 Etiske hensyn i maktutøvelse (On ethics and power). Inland Norway 

University of Applied Sciences. Working Paper 216 (24 pages). ISBN 

2464-3699 (electronic)/0806-8348 (printed).  

2017 CRM prinsipper i operativ skadestedledelse. Inland Norway University 

of Applied Sciences. Research report (forthcoming) 

 

 

 

http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/handle/11250/274048
http://brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/handle/11250/278059


Presentation of research in professional journals and other relevant publications 

 

1996   Kripkes skeptiske problem, Master series, Department of philosophy, UIO 

2001  Concept possession and incorrect understanding, D.Phil Series, Oxford: The 

University of Oxford 

2001 Filosofisk referanseteori: en audiovisuell innføring, Oslo: Sokrates publishing 

company 

2003 Om kommunikasjon, Tidsskriftet Sykepleien, 3. 

2003 Juss og etikk for ambulansepersonell, Ambulanseforum, 4. 

2004   Kommunikasjon i pasientrelasjoner. Ambulanseforum, 2. 

2005 Misforståelser i ambulansepersonell-pasient kommunikasjon, 

Ambulanseforum, 3. 

2006 Når svaret ikke er opplagt, Sykepleien, 13.  

2007 Kommunikasjon og helseledelse, Tidsskrift for den Norske Lægeforening, 8. 

Co author Grete Botten, UIO 

2006 Førstemann inn, Oss foreldre i mellom, 4. Co author: Øyvind Nøhr, HIL. 

2007 Kommunikasjon og etikk. Course literature used in course Communication 

and Ethics, Nasjonal Paramedic utdanning, HIL and other institutions.  

2008 Oppfatter pasienten det du sier? Tidsskriftet Sykepleien, 15. 

2008 Kommunikasjon med kriserammede. Ambulanseforum, 2. Co author: 

Øyvind Nøhr, HIL. 

2008 Det skal så lite til. A DVD that presents results from research on 

interaction between paramedics and patients. Co authors: Øyvind Høhr, 

HIL, Ingrid Ese, Centre for lifelong learning (SELL) 

2008 Kommunikasjon med etterlatte. Oss foreldre i mellom. Co-author: 

Øyvind Nøhr. 

2009 Kommunikasjon med pasienter i kriser. Ambulanseforum, 3. 

2013 Ikke-tekniske ferdigheter i prehospitalt medisinsk arbeid. 

Ambulanseforum, 2. 

2014 Enmannsshow i ambulansene? Ambulanseforum, 4. 

2014 Taushetsplikt i samhandling med de andre nødetatene. 

Ambulanseforum, 6. 

2014 Etikk i ambulansearbeid. Fagbladet, 9 

2015 Omsorgsarbeid i ambulansene? Ambulanseforum, 2 

2016 Møter med kriserammede. Ambulanseforum, 2 

2016 Kommunikasjon for helseledere. Ledelse, 3 

 

 

 

 
 


