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Introduction
Women in Global Health (WGH) Norway is pleased to present its Member Booklet, which
highlights a selection of members that have wanted to share their info with the network.
With this searchable booklet, we wish to showcase the broad and deep experience,
expertise, passion, and diversity that exists among women working within the field of
global health in Norway. We hope that this can be useful to form new collaborations and
to find new and perhaps unknown resources for courses, seminars, and other
engagements.

Background
Women in Global Health (WGH) is an organization built on a global movement with the
largest network of women and allies working to challenge power and privilege for gender
equity in health. It is a US 501(c)(3) started in 2015, which has grown to include over
60,000 supporters in 90 countries and has 40 official chapters, with a strong presence in
low-and middle-income countries. The global team and its network of chapters drive
change by mobilizing a diverse group of emerging women health leaders, by advocating
to existing global health leaders to commit to transform their own institutions, and by
holding these leaders accountable.
WGH Norway is a national platform established to connect, mobilize, and advocate for
gender equality in academia and public and private sectors of global health. Initiated by
Andrea S. Winkler and Ingeborg K. Haavardsson at the invitation of Ilona Kickbusch and
Roopa Dhatt in 2018, the WGH Norway Secretariat is currently hosted by the Centre for
Global Health (CGH) at the University of Oslo (UiO). The Norwegian chapter has been
developed alongside a fast-growing global movement and since its inception in
November 2018, WGH Norway has grown from a small group of 15-20 women to nearly
380 members (end 2021).
WGH Norway serves as an independent country chapter and, together with WGH Global
and the many WGH chapters, makes up the Women in Global Health movement. As a
national chapter, the Norwegian network shares the vision to achieve gender equity
within global health leadership in order to achieve gender equity in global health, which
is key for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We provide a platform
for discussions and a collaborative space for leadership by facilitating specific capacity
development and training, garnering support and commitment from the global
community, and demanding change for gender transformative leadership. WGH Norway
supports the WGH Global movement, which has convened multi-stakeholder, intergenerational dialogues across the globe and served the role of bringing together leaders
across the at all career-levels in conversations about furthering gender equality in global
health leadership.
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Norway is considered to be one of the most gender equal countries in the world.
However, several challenges to gender equality remain and new gender issues continue
to surface. Norway has a unique opportunity and obligation to strive for full gender
equality and equity, thereby being a model to countries with gross gender inequality.
Gender equality is both a goal and a means to contribute to healthy lives for all, which is
also key to achieving the SDGs.
Gender equality is furthermore regarded as instrumental for poverty reduction and
development by the Norwegian government, and it is one of the four cross-cutting pillars
of its development policy (the others being human rights, climate and the environment,
and anti-corruption). The international gender composition of global health leadership,
as well as the national gender gaps in income and leadership positions, underscore the
importance of continued efforts towards greater gender equality. For example, in the
field of international global health governance, women fill 25% of senior and 5% of top
health organization positions, while making up 75% of the overall global health
workforce (1). In Norway, the economic gap between men and women still exists.
Looking at mean annual gross income, women in leadership positions earned 23% of
men in 2020 (2). Furthermore, 36.8% of the top leaders in Norway are women, with even
lower numbers in the private sector (3), and though women are well represented among
PhD and postdoctoral fellows, only 33.5% of the full professors at Norwegian universities
are women (32% in 2019) (4) .
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accuracy, content, completeness, and reliability of the information included. The opinions of the featured
members are their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of WGH Norway nor of the current
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Secretariat will update the booklet regularly and ensure that the latest version is available on the WGH
Norway webpage.

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Alphoncina Kagaigai works as an Assistant Lecturer at Muhimbili University of
Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS) at the School of Public Health and Social
Sciences. She holds a master’s degree in Health Economics and a bachelor’s degree
in Economics and Statistics from the University of Dar Es Salaam. Currently, she is
pursuing her PhD in Health Economics at the University of Oslo, Norway and working
on the project, “Towards Universal Health Coverage: determinants and effectiveness
of improved community health fund in Tanzania.” Her major dream is to become a
pioneer in ensuring universal health coverage for all Tanzanians through affordable
financing mechanisms. Alphoncina has experience from various private and public
institutions. Before joining MUHAS, she worked as a tax consultant with Ernest &
Young, as an Internal Auditor with Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) and as an
Economist specialized as a performance auditor at the National Audit Office (NAOT).
Due to her passion in global health, she had to make a move to where she can learn,
practice, experience and be more engaging in public health.
Email: alphoncina.kagaigai@studmed.uio.no
Interests: Healthcare financing; economic evaluation; health intervention programs;
economic modeling
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Andrea Scheel is a technical officer in the Behavioural and Cultural Insights Unit, a
new flagship initiative at the WHO Regional Office for Europe. She has previously
served the WHO Headquarters and the Permanent Mission of Norway to the UN in
Geneva. Andrea holds an MA with Distinction in Philosophy, Politics and Economics
of Health from UCL and a BA (Hons.) in International Relations from Queen Mary
University of London. Her research interests pertain to the interface between social
sciences and medicine, with emphasis on embedding meaningful knowledge on
cultural contexts (i.e. the political, commercial, social and historical realities of
people’s lives) in health policy and planning. Within the Norwegian Institute of Public
Health, she has participated as a researcher in a project to systematically explore
ethical aspects of public health interventions. Recognizing the lack of equal
opportunity in the global health community, she is keen to take a meaningful part in
the work to create a more level playing field for all, irrespective of gender and other
intersectional modes of discrimination.
Email: scheela@who.int
Interests: Health equity and social justice; determinants of health
Skills: Interdisciplinary research; participatory approaches
Competencies: Public health ethics; complex systems; Evidence to Decision (EtD)
frameworks
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Andrea Sylvia Winkler, MD, Dr. med., PhD, is a specialist neurologist, is a specialist
neurologist, a senior researcher and the Co-Director of the Center for Global Health
at the Technical University of Munich. She is also the Deputy Director of the Centre
for Global Health at the University of Oslo, where she holds a full professorship in
Global Health, the founding director and co-founder of WGH-Norway and an active
member and close advisor to WGH-Germany. Prof. Winkler has long-standing
experience with clinical work and research in Africa. Her special interest lies with
neglected tropical diseases, global neurology/mental health, non-communicable
diseases, One Health and global digital health. She had/has leading roles in various
large-scale multidisciplinary health consortia in sub-Saharan Africa and co-chairs the
Lancet One Health Commission.
Email: a.s.winkler@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Poverty-related neglected diseases; infectious diseases; global neurology;
mental health; global digital health
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Anita Moe Larsen has a degree in market communication, certified LeanSixSigma
GreenBelt, accredited in process and project management. She has honed
experience from small and large companies within different industries and worked in
several parts of the world. Anita has been Head of Communications for Norway
Health Tech for more than 5 years and works as head communication resource in all
major projects and has project lead on others. She is enthusiastic and dedicated to
contributing to a strong and innovative health service and industry.
Email: anita.moe.larsen@norwayhealthtech.com
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Ann Louise Lie is a PhD student at the Centre for Development and the
Environment and the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Oslo. Her project
contributes to a better understanding of how global political determinants shape
nutrition governance. Through a case study of a global multi-stakeholder nutrition
partnership- the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement- she explores the influence of
public and private actors in shaping agendas and institutional outcomes for nutrition
at the global level and in Tanzania. As part of her project, she has contributed to
WHO’s Department for Nutrition and Health’s development of guidelines to prevent
conflicts of interest in nutrition policy making. Her interest in the political
determinants of health was spurred while working for the secretariat of The LancetUniversity of Oslo Commission on Global Governance for Health (2011-2015). With
this she contributed to the report on “The political origins of health inequity:
prospects for change,” and later followed up the establishment of the Commission’s
independent expert panel. She has previously worked and studied in the
Netherlands, France, Georgia, the Republic of Congo and the United Kingdom. She
holds degrees in public policy with a specialization in health and development (MSc)
from Maastricht Graduate School of Governance and International Politics (BSc) from
the University of Warwick.
Email: a.l.lie@sum.uio.no
Interests: Global health; nutrition governance; public health policy; social and
political determinants of health; migrant health
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Anna Stavdal is a family medicine specialist and associate professor at the
University of Oslo. Active in public debate, experienced speaker and passionate
advocate for primary care and family medicine. Leading positions in family medicine
organisations for 25 years, at the Norwegian, Nordic, European and now global level.
WONCA World president- elect since 2018, will take office as president in November
2021. A main area of interest is how family doctors can be enabled to adapt to
current trends, - like digitalization, increased fragmentation and specialization in
medicine -, and still provide personal, continuous and comprehensive care at first
point of contact.
Email: anna@annastavdal.no
Interests: Integration of Primary Care and Public Health, Equity in health, Value
based medicine
Skills: Leadership, Advocacy, Strategic planning
Competencies: Clinician, Educator, Mentoring, Project manager
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Anne Bergh has a varied background from international collaboration, development
and public health, including working 10 years for the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement in Oslo and Geneva. Since 2007, Bergh has held positions in global health
and migration issues at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health and is currently
leading the Institute’s Global Health Cluster. Bergh is a member of the Board for the
Center for Global Health at the University of Oslo. She holds an MA (Cand.Phil) in
history of religion from the University in Oslo and has senior executive training from
the Norwegian Defence University College.
Email: Anne.Bergh@fhi.no
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Anne Hatløy is a Research Professor at Fafo and Assosicate Professor at Center for
International Health, University of Bergen. Anne has more than 30 years of
experience with implementation and analysis of quantitative and qualitative research
projects in developing countries (West Africa, Uganda, Eritrea, DR Congo, Haiti) on
nutrition, child labour, living conditions, global health, food and nutrition security.
Extensive experience with research cooperation with institutions in developing
countries and in research administration.
Email: anne.hatloy@fafo.no
Interests: Food security; nutrition; living conditions; Sub Saharan Africa
Skills: Higher education collaboration
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Ann-Katrin Stensdotter is a professor in physiotherapy, employed with the
physiotherapy program in Trondheim since 1997. Her physiotherapy training and
PhD is from Umeå University in Sweden. The area of physiotherapy expertise is
within physiology and movement control. In addition, she is advocating
physiotherapy as an important contributor for Global Health. Physiotherapy is the
leading non-invasive and non-pharmaceutical intervention, particularly relevant in
health promotion, prevention, and rehabilitation with growing importance in relation
to the global increase in non-communicable diseases (NCDs). Physiotherapy also
contributes to reduce health risks and mortality in infectious disease as it is found
that infected persons without co-morbidity fare better. Ann-Katrin has co-authored
two of the three Global Health Summit papers from the World Confederation of
Physiotherapy and has an active role in interdisciplinary Global Health engagement
at NTNU. She is collaborating with Kathmandu University School of Medical Science
and Kathmandu Medical College in Nepal, and Witwatersrand University in South
Africa about development and capacity building of physiotherapy education and
research. The mission is in line with the UN sustainability development goals for
good health and wellbeing, for quality education, and for partnerships to strengthen
implementation and realization of sustainable development.
Email: ann-katrin.stensdotter@ntnu.no
Interests: N
 epal
Skills: Physiotherapy
Competencies: Public health; prevention; NCDs; health promotion
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Benedikte L. Alveberg is working as senior adviser on global health and
international affairs at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health. She is team lead of
Global Governance and Policy Analysis with strategic global health competency on
issues related to global health policy and governance. The team works on global
thinking, trends, analysis and production of knowledge promoting universal health
coverage (UHC) and synergies with priorities in global health. She provides strategic
communication and advice on how to navigate in global health policy processes and
negotiations for global policy decision making. She leads the work on coordination of
advice on global governing body negotiations to the authorities. Since 2018, she is
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (GPMB) co-chair support staff. GPMB is an
independent monitoring and accountability body to ensure preparedness for global
health crises. She has previous international experience from the United Nations
specialized agency World Health Organization (WHO) from 2002-2009 working on
international trade, foreign policy, global health governance and global health
negotiations. She also has experience from authorities at the national level and the
Ministry of Health and Care Services (2010-2013) and from the Secretariat for the
Foreign Policy and Global Health Initiative, based in the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (NORAD) and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(2009-2010). She holds a master’s degree (MA) in political science from the University
of Lausanne (1998) and a postgraduate diploma (Diplôme d'Études Supérieures)
from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (2002).
Email: Benedikte.Louise.Alveberg@fhi.no
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Bente E. Moen is the Head of the Centre for International Health, at the Department
of Global Public Health and Primary Care, University of Bergen. She is educated as a
physician, PhD 1991, Professor in Occupational Medicine since 1995 and in Global
health since 2013. She is working mainly in the area of occupational epidemiology
and with occupational exposure studies and has high competence in neurotoxicology
and respiratory health in industrial settings. She is involved in research and training
collaboration with universities in eastern Africa. She has established education in
occupational health for medical students in Bergen and a track in occupational
health related to an international Master in Global Health. She has supervised 27
PhD students, twelve from low-income countries; written 225 original papers in peerreviewed international journals, been the editor of several books in Occupational
Medicine. She is responsible for a Massive Open Online Course in Occupational
Health in Developing Countries and is in the lead of one of the main strategy areas at
the University of Bergen: Global Challenges. She is the leader of Norwegian Forum
for Global Health Research.
Email: Bente.Moen@uib.no
Interests: Women at work, domestic violence, global challenges
Skills: Occupational medicine, epidemiology
Competencies: Neurotoxicology, respiratory health, work and
health, global health
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Bente Mikkelsen is the Director of Noncommunicable Diseases in the division of
UHC/Communicable and Noncommunicable diseases at the World Health
Organization Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. She was formerly the Director of
the Division of Noncommunicable Diseases and Promoting Health through the Lifecourse at the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe (Copenhagen,
Denmark), Head of Secretariat for the Global Coordination Mechanism on the
prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases (WHO GCM/NCD) at the World
Health Organization Headquarters (Geneva, Switzerland) from its inception in 2014
as well as a former CEO of the Southern and Eastern Norway Regional Health
Authority. Dr Mikkelsen is trained as a gynecologist and obstetrician and holds a
master’s degree in Health Administration and Management from the University of
Oslo. Her current focus is on achieving the SDGs through the reduction of premature
deaths from NCDs in the context of WHO General Programme of Work, and working
across sectors with multi-stakeholders, within and beyond the health sector using
innovation, implementation research, health literacy and new technologies.
Email: mikkelsenb@who.int
Interests: Global health; innovation; governance
Skills: Global health; NCDs; gynecology and obstetrics
Competencies: Medical Doctor; MHA
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Berit Austveg is a medical doctor, who after graduating headed a clinic for
immigrants (mostly women) in Oslo, that pioneered such clinical work for 12 years.
Since then, she has worked mostly as a community medicine physician in global
health, and as a civil servant in the Directorate of Health and Norwegian Board of
Health Supervision. In her global work, she has concentrated on sexual and
reproductive health, and the Human Rights that are linked to those. She was working
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the International Conference on Population
and Development in Cairo in 1994, and the conference has been a major inspiration
for all of her work since. She has worked in UNFPA, New York, served on the board of
Ipas, chaired the board of Reproductive Health Matters, and has worked extensively
with WHO, in addition to working with a number of countries in the global South.
Abortion as a women's health issue and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) have been
the two issues she has worked mostly with. Most of her textbooks and publications
have been on maternal heath, including abortion, and FGM. She has been and is
currently lecturing at universities and is presently on the board of Sex og Politikk, the
Norwegian affiliate of International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF).
Email: berit@austveg.com
Interests: Sexual and reproductive health, female genital
mutilation (FGM), abortion, Human Rights, migrant health
Skills: Lecturing, tutoring and examination of students, writing,
editing and peer reviewing of medical/technical articles and reports
Competencies: Planning and evaluation, health systems
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Bernadette Nirmal Kumar, a medical graduate from St. Johns Medical College,
India, has a doctorate in Epidemiology and Public Health from the University of Oslo
(UiO), Norway and post-doctoral research fellowship at the Institute for Psychiatry,
UiO. Kumar has several years of international experience working for UNICEF, WHO,
WFP, World Bank and NORAD in Southern Sudan, Somalia, North West Kenya, West
Bank and Gaza, North Korea, China and Bhutan (1989-2000). Migration and Health
has been the focus of her research since 1999 and she is the co-editor and author of
a textbook on Immigrant Health in Norway: Flerkulturelt folkehelsearbeid
(Fagbokforlaget 2009) and Migrant Health – A Primary Care Perspective (Taylor and
Francis, 2019). In 2010, she was appointed Director of NAKMI -Norwegian Center for
Migration and Minority Health (part of the Norwegian Institute of Public Health, 2018)
and Associate Professor, Global Health at the Institute for Health and Society, UiO
(2013). She is Professor at the Empower School of Health, India and Affiliated
Professor at Kathmandu University, Nepal. She is President of the EUPHA Section of
Migration and Ethnic Minority Health (2018-) and leads the Migration Health work
package of the EU Joint Action on Health Inequalities. Kumar has been a
commissioner of the Lancet Commission on Migration and Health (2018) and is Cochair of Lancet Migration.
Email: BernadetteNirmal.Kumar@fhi.no
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Bezawit Sima was awarded a PhD in Global Health from the University of Oslo in
January 2020 and studied tuberculosis control challenge and opportunities in the
pastoralist community in Ethiopia. She has experience both in the healthcare system
and academics in Ethiopia. She also has experience in organizational development.
Her research interest includes examining the key aspect of socioeconomic inequality
and its impact on social justice and health equity. As a Global health expert, her
research agenda is driven by a theoretical understanding of socioeconomic
situations and human behaviors that affect health, and the application of that
knowledge to advocate for health equity and promote effective health behavior
change at multiple levels (e.g., individual and community). Her current work focuses
on health literacy intervention for adolescents in Ethiopia.
Email: abemnow@gmail.com
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Camilla G. Aukrust is a PhD research fellow at the University of Oslo, Institute of
Health and Society. Her research project focuses on pediatric hydrocephalus,
specifically aiming to acquire more knowledge on pathways to treatment and quality
of care for children with hydrocephalus in the district of Blantyre, Malawi. Camilla is
also a registered nurse and she has worked clinically with neurosurgical patients
since 2007. In addition to a bachelor degree in nursing, she holds a Cand.Mag degree
in “History of Ideas” and a M.Phil degree in “International Community Health” from
the University of Oslo. Camilla's PhD project can be seen as an academic
continuation of the existing clinical collaboration between Oslo University Hospital
and Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital in Malawi, through the “Blantyre-Oslo
Neurosurgical Exchange Program”.
Email: c.g.aukrust@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Global health; global surgery; global neurosurgery; health systems
research; hydrocephalus
Skills: Neurosurgical nursing; health systems research; academic writing skills
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Candela Iglesias Chiesa is the founder of Global Health Advisors (GHA), which
provides public health expertise and research support to organizations working in
global health, humanitarian and social development spheres. GHA works, for
example, with the Red Cross supporting community health, epidemiology and
infectious diseases projects in Sub-Saharan Africa. GHA has also worked with UNICEF
and PAHO-WHO developing health policies and indicators in maternal, child and
adolescent health. GHA is also providing COVID-19 evidence based communication to
the public and Candela is leading the WGH Norway COVID-19 Taskforce. Dr. Iglesias
is the author of “Build Your Dream Team. Leadership based in a passion for people,”
and the founder of Sekkan Leadership, a platform helping people from nonmanagerial careers, particularly in the sciences and health fields, to become stronger
leaders. She gives talks and workshops on leadership, teambuilding and career
change and mentors people in these areas. Candela is trained as a biomedical
scientist, doing her masters and PhD at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. She then
pivoted into global health doing a Master’s in Public Health at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Born in Argentina, she grew up in Mexico and the US
and has lived in France and South Africa, before moving to Norway in 2015.
Email: candela.iglesias@gmail.com
Interests: Global health; public health; evidence based practice; epidemiology;
infectious diseases; virology; immunology; maternal, child and adolescent health
Skills: Researcher; public speaker; trainer; health education; biostatistics; scientific
writing
Competencies: Microbiology-virology; medical virology; public health

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Carina Alm is a special adviser at the Norwegian Cancer Society working in the field
of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs). Her special interests are prevention,
preventive strategies, social inequalities and a whole of society approach to public
health. She’s an intensive care nurse by education.
Email: carinaalm123@gmail.com
Interests: Prevention; social determinants of health; commercial determinants of
health; public health; alcohol; nutrition
Skills: Advocacy; health promotion; social media
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Carolyn Tauro is a Doctoral Research Fellow at the Department of Informatics,
University of Oslo. She is a medical doctor with a Master of Public Health in Social
Epidemiology from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India. She has
previously worked with Medecins sans Frontieres (MSF) coordinating projects of
infectious diseases, neglected tropical diseases, maternal and child health care,
mental health, and health care related to sexual gender-based violence, in medical
humanitarian and conflict settings. The focus of her current research is on Health
Information Systems within the area of information and communication technology
for development (ICT4D). She is working on exploring the ambitions and challenges
of person-centered health monitoring in India and the impact of digital transition on
key populations.
Email: carolykt@uio.no
Interests: Health Information Systems; Infectious Diseases; Humanitarian
Skills: Data analyses; Health information research; Public health
Competencies: Project management; Knowledge sharing
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Chelsea Ranger describes herself as a nature-loving, natural-born advocate. Her
formative years were spent in the fight for care and conservation of animals;
volunteering to care for hospice patients in local hospitals, teaching English to
refugees and underprivileged children, and delivering meals to homeless families
and homebound elderly. Professionally, she trained as a clinician, receiving a B.S. in
Pre- Medical Studies / Pre-Health Biology, as well as a Master of Health Sciences in
Physician Assistant Studies. Her career began at a private practice dedicated to
digestive and liver disease, where she specialized as a Hepatology PA working crossfunctionally with clinicians to treat patients with acute and chronic liver disease;
supporting clinical trials; and training both clinical and didactic-PA students. After
relocating to Oslo in 2009, she moved from patient care to industry and spent
several years as the General Manager of Norway / Senior Vice President of
Commercial & Market Strategy for AMRA Medical, a company utilizing AI in medical
imaging as a novel biomarker platform for precision medicine applications. Today,
she is founder of C. Ranger Consulting, working across the Nordic life science
ecosystem to support university research groups, start-ups, scale-ups, and cluster
organizations with business strategy and growth.
Email: Chelsea@crangerconsulting.com
Interests: Health care; health technology; life science; biotechnology; digital
technology; ehealth
Skills: Patient Care; Technology & Imaging; Startups & Entrepreneurship; Strategy;
Investor Relations; Stakeholder Engagement
Competencies: Female Management & Leadership; Clinical / Business /
Communication Strategy; Corporate Development; Global Stakeholder Engagement;
Advocacy
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Christin Marsh Ormhaug works as a senior adviser at the Norwegian Directorate of
Health, in the department of Global Health and Health Intelligence. She has
previously worked in research and government with a focus on equality issues. Her
current work responsibilities include planning and forecasting for the health care
system, and work on the links between climate change and health. Ormhaug holds
an MPhil including the subjects medicine, psychology and sociology, and a PhD in
International Environment and Development Studies from Noragric, at the
Norwegian University of Life Sciences. Her PhD thesis explored the links between civil
war and maternal health in sub-Saharan Africa, including a discussion of health
equality and inequity. The thesis included field work and interviews in South Sudan
as well as statistical analysis of cross-country variation. She has previously written a
study on national action plans on the implementation of the United Nations Security
Council resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security for the OSCE, while working
at the Peace Research Institute, Oslo. She has also co-published work on small arms
and light weapons and conflict.
Email: christin.ormhaug@helsedir.no
Interests: Global health; maternal health; health workforce; disarmament;
equality/equity
Skills: Analysis; statistics, languages (Norwegian, English, French, Spanish)
Competencies: Maternal health; conflict; Africa south of Sahara, South Sudan; arms
trade; gender and disability equality; government-research cooperation; health
workforce planning
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Cinzia Marini is originally from Florence, Italy. She has a master in German and
English Literature from the University of Florence. She is a registered nurse from
HiST (Norway) and has a master’s in health science from NTNU with a thesis about
health communication in breast cancer. She has been working in oncology at
St.Olav's Hospital (Trondheim) since 1998, as a nurse, research nurse, and clinical
monitor. Since 2016 she also works as a health counsellor at Vardesenter, a day
center for cancer patients and next to kin.
Email: cinzia.marini@stolav.no
Interests: Patient communication; cancer; palliation; women's health; acceptance
and commitment therapy; Global Health
Skills: Languages; communication
Competencies: Nursing; counseling; qualitative research method
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Claudia Barth is a biologist by training who majored in neurobiology. During her
PhD studies at the Max Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Science in
Leipzig (Germany), she started exploring the effects of hormonal transition periods
on human brain health through neuroimaging. She focused on the linkages between
sex hormones, neuroplasticity and mood disorders, such as premenstrual dysphoric
disorder, by using the menstrual cycle as a natural model. In her current role as a
postdoctoral fellow in the Imaging Psychosis Research Group at the Norwegian
Centre for Mental Disorders Research, University of Oslo, she works in the UngdomsTOP study, which investigates the pathophysiological basis of early onset psychosis
(EOP) during adolescence, and serves as Co-Chair of the ENIMGA EOP working group
to foster global research collaborations. Her postdoctoral portfolio also includes
a range of projects particularly related to women’s health, such as exploring the
impact of pregnancy and menopause on brain aging trajectories and depressive
phenotypes. Her academic interests are driven by the aim to understand how
naturally occurring brain dynamics across hormonal transition periods contribute to
disease, as this knowledge provides the potential to improve therapeutic approaches
and promote mental health.
Email: claudia.barth@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Women's health; sex differences; psychiatric illnesses; sex hormones;
adolescence; menstrual cycle; pregnancy; menopause
Skills: Neuroimaging; statistics; programming (R)
Competencies: Project management; teaching; supervision; writing
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Elin Yli Dvergsdal is trained as a registered nurse and has a background in ICT. She
holds a Master in Health Sciences, specialized on HIV/AIDS and stigma in Ghana. She
worked for the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad) for ten
years with the responsibility to collaborate with health research institutions in
Norway and globally and following up with NGO health programmes in Sub-Saharan
Africa. From 2010, she has been an adviser in Global Health at the Faculty of
Medicine and Health Sciences at NTNU in Norway. She has developed the global
health activity area at the faculty level. The activities include research, education
and capacity building with collaborating countries - Tanzania, Malawi, Sierra Leone,
South Africa and Nepal. She also has national tasks, such as being the coordinator
for Norwegian Research School in Global Health and Secretariat for Global Health
Norway.
Email: elin.y.dvergsdal@ntnu.no
Interests: Women’s health; mother and child health, health personnel education;
equality; empowerment; human rights
Skills: Advise in carrier planning; research application; strategy planning; health care
personnel education; PhD education
Competencies: Administration; health systems; research; health personnel
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Elodie Besnier is a PhD candidate at the department of Sociology and Political
Science at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in
Trondheim, Norway. Her research at the Centre for Global Health Inequalities
Research (CHAIN) focuses primarily on interventions addressing health inequalities
in children in low- and middle-income countries, looking specifically at women’s
empowering strategies. Before joining NTNU, Elodie worked in the policy and
advocacy sector for public health and health non-profit organizations across
Europe.
Email: elodie.besnier@ntnu.no
Interests: Child health; health inequalities; women's empowerment; public health
Skills: Evidence synthesis; mixed method research
Competencies: advocacy in the European context (national and EU)
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Eva Gerdts, M.D., Ph.D. is a Norwegian specialist in internal medicine and cardiology.
She defended her PhD on effects of high blood pressure (hypertension) on the heart
at the University of Bergen (UiB) in 1999. Her postdoctoral fellowship included 2
years with Professor Devereux at Weill Cornell Medical Centre, New York, USA. She is
currently employed as full professor of cardiology at the UiB and senior consultant in
cardiology at Haukeland University Hospital, both in Bergen, Norway. Her research
has focused on how hypertension damages the heart, in particular sex differences in
hypertension-mediated heart disease. Her research is based upon clinical studies in
community-based cohorts and in groups of patients with hypertension or
hypertension-associated disorders using non-invasive cardiovascular imaging. Her
international network has involved researchers in Africa, North and South America
and Europe. Her current most important collaborators include Giovanni de Simone,
Federico II University, Naples (hypertension), Italy and Vera Regitz-Zagrosek, Charitè
University, Berlin, Germany (sex differences). She has published more than 200
research papers, one book and several book chapters. She is a fellow of the
European Society of Cardiology and of the American Heart Association. She is a
member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.
Email: Eva.Gerdts@uib.no
Interests: health; hypertension; heart disease in women; networking; gender
equality
Skills: cardiovascular imaging; academic writing; teaching;
Competencies: communication; career building
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As a health systems researcher, Eva Turk desires to find and implement safe and
sustainable healthcare delivery models globally through co-creation and smart
technologies and digital solutions. She has 15 years of experience in health systems
research, currently associated professor working on digital health, ethics in AI and
digital health literacy at the University of South- East Norway. Her research has been
focused on person centered care, digital health, patient safety, health technology
assessment and quality of life. She teaches Public Health at the Medical Faculty,
University in Maribor and is Public Health delegate - Emergency Response Unit with
the Norwegian Red Cross. Eva serves as a Board member at the European Health
Management Association and Polytekniske Forening and is a member of the Expert
Council at the Slovenian Digital Health Innovation Lab. She holds an MBA in
Healthcare Management and a PhD in Health Sciences. Originally from Slovenia, she
has studied, lived and worked in Austria, Finland, Spain, Argentina, Syria and Norway.
She believes that knowledge transfer, capacity building, motivation and
empowerment through eduction represent a cornerstone for improving the society,
therefore, she founded SanAstra Foundation, dedicated to improving digital health
literacy. Apart from the healthcare expertise, Eva is passionate about the sustainable
development and the SDG's, in particular SDG 5, Gender Equality. As the President of
Professional Women's Network Norway, she is contributing to raising awareness
about gender balanced leadership and opportunities for empowering female
professionals.
Email: eva.turk@gmail.com
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Fiona Vande Velde is a postdoctoral fellow at the Department of Public Health
Science, Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU), and is currently working on a
dengue control project involving schools, children, and the wider community in
Yangon, Myanmar - MYSCHOOL. Her research focuses on community mobilization
through change communication, student empowerment and by strengthening local
teachers’ capacity. She has an interdisciplinary scientific background, with a masters’
degree in Communication Science (new media & society), and a doctoral degree in
Veterinary Medicine (parasitology). Her research area is health behavior change by
using strategic communication and innovation for health-promotion. Through
behavioral assessment and participatory research, she aims at enforcing health
behavior, adapted to local culture and context. She has a profound interest in
transdisciplinary research and development of communication tools for targeting
global health issues. Her current attention is directed to the use of gamification, both
environmental as educational, in prevention and control of neglected tropical
diseases. She is passionate about combining both scientific and practical work and
facilitating the bi-directional knowledge flow between both worlds, engaging with
different communities, and creating meaningful changes, no matter how small, for
sustainable health behaviors.
Email: fiona.vande.velde@nmbu.no
Interests: Health communication; social marketing; behavioral assessment; bottomup research and development; gamification; NTDs; global health
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Grete Faremo is Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director at UNOPS, the
United Nations infrastructure and procurement experts. Prior to this appointment in
2014, she held various senior-level positions for the Government of Norway,
including Minister of Justice and Public Security, Minister of Defence, Minister of Oil
and Energy, and Minister of Development Cooperation for the Norwegian
Government's Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As justice minister, Faremo initiated
negotiations between Schengen member countries and Norway on security and free
movement in Europe, which culminated in the signing of the Nordic Schengen
Agreement in 1996. Faremo brings significant experience from the private sector,
including as the Executive Vice President for the Norwegian insurance group,
Storebrand, and as Director of Law and Corporate Affairs at Microsoft Corporation's
Western European Office. As Executive Director, Faremo oversees an annual delivery
of around $2bn, across peace and security, humanitarian and development projects.
Through its mandate in procurement and infrastructure, UNOPS works to deliver
health outcomes for millions of people, in services ranging from constructing
hospitals, to procuring medical equipment and supplies. She is passionate about
placing gender equality at the heart of development projects and has made gender
equality as a top priority for UNOPS.
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Gudrun Østby is Research Professor at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO),
currently (2019-2020) a Fulbright visiting scholar at the Center for International
Development and Conflict Management (CIDCM), University of Maryland, and Deputy
Editor of the Journal of Peace Research. She holds a PhD in Political Science from the
University of Oslo (2011). In 2014-2018, she led a large research project funded by
the Research Council of Norway on armed conflict and maternal health in subSaharan Africa, where the main objective was to improve our understanding of how
conflict affects maternal health. She currently leads projects on education in
emergencies in Uganda and Bangladesh. She has also led the work on a background
report for Save the Children and yearly data mapping exercise of key indicators for
children in conflict over the last years, currently updated to the time period 19972018. She has done consultancy work for i.e. UNESCO, USAID, and the World Bank.
From 2015-2019 she was a member of the Young Academy of Norway.
Email: gudrun@prio.org
Interests: Armed conflict; health and education; conflict-related and sexual and
gender-based violence; horizontal inequalities; development aid
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Hanna Carlsson is studying the European master’s in health economics and
management at the University of Oslo. She is currently doing her specialization of
Global Health in Bologna. Hanna has previously worked for a Women’s Rights
organization where she, among other tasks, led a project on how to combat sexual
harassment in schools.
Email: hanna.lovisa.carlsson@gmail.com
Interests: Gender equality; Health Policy; eHealth
Skills: Analytical; Collaborative; Innovative
Competencies: Policy; Advocacy
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Hanne Ochieng Lichtwarck is a PhD Fellow in the multidisciplinary PREPTA study,
“Pre-exposure prophylaxis for HIV in Tanzania,” at the Institute of Health and Society,
University of Oslo, where she is conducting epidemiological research on adherence
to PrEP and retention to care among marginalized groups. A medical doctor by
profession, and previously working as a doctor in the fields of addiction medicine,
psychiatry and sexual health. She has been working part time as a university lecturer
at the Department for Community Medicine and Global Health, UiO, with global
health teaching for medical students from 2014 to 2019. As a medical student
herself, she attended "The medical student research program" with a reproductive
health study in Burkina Faso, where her thesis especially focused on unsafe abortion
and post-abortion care services.
Email: lichtwarck.h@gmail.com
Interests: Global health; social medicine; social inequalities in health
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Hans Hadders is associate professor at Department of Public Health and Nursing,
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences at NTNU. He has a background in nursing
and his PhD is in social anthropology. During the eighties Hadders spent six years at
the Visva-Bharati University at Santiniketan (West Bengal) studying North Indian
Music. He has done research on the mortuary rituals performed by the Jadopatias in
the Santal villages of Bengal and Jharkhand, India. Besides his focus on mortuary
rituals and standardisation of death in India and within the Norwegian health care,
his field of specialisation is medical anthropology. Hadders is involved in the
collaboration with Kathmandu University School of Medical Sciences; Dhulikhel
Hospital and Kathmandu Medical College; Sinamangal Hospital in Nepal.
Email: hans.hadders@ntnu.no
Interests: Medical Anthropology; Global Health; Palliative care; Mortuary ritual
Skills: Qualitative research; ethnographic method
Competencies: Nursing; Anthropology
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Helga Fogstad is the Executive Director of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn &
Child Health (PMNCH). Strongly committed to human rights, public health and
gender issues, she has extensive experience in forging partnerships and consensus
building to promote the health and well-being of women, children and adolescents.
She is a health economist with more than 30 years of public health experience,
including many years in developing countries at sub-national and national levels, as
well as at the global level within multilateral and bilateral agencies. Prior to her time
at PMNCH, Helga was the Director of the Department of Global Health, Education
and Research at the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), a post
she held since 2014. In this and other roles at Norad, she guided Norway’s efforts to
promote the rapid scale-up of proven cost-effective interventions with a special focus
on the health MDGs for women and children. In this capacity, she was actively
engaged in political mobilization and advocacy initiatives, particularly surrounding
the implementation of the Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s Health, and
related UN commissions on information and accountability, and on life-saving
commodities for women’s and children’s health. Helga represented Government of
Norway on many technical boards and committees.
Email: fogstadh@who.int
Interests: Global Health; WCAH; SRHR; UHC; Health Economics and Financing; Multistakeholder and cross-sectoral strategies
Skills: Health Economics and Financing; Women, Children and Adolescent Health and
Well-being; International health relations
Competencies: International relations; results focused; consensus building across
sectors and constituencies
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Helga Madsen has a bachelor’s degree in nutrition and is currently pursuing a
master’s degree in global health from NTNU in Norway. For her bachelor thesis she
did a survey on diet among a group of minority women in Oslo. For her master thesis
in global health she plans to do a systematic review and dose-response-metaanalysis on the association between fruit and vegetable intake and the incidence of
hypertension.
Email: helgamadsen90@gmail.com
Interests: Health inequalities; maternal, newborn and child nutrition; impacts of
climate change on health; role of social media in health communication
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Ingvild Hersoug Nedberg is a PhD-student in Epidemiology and Reproductive
Health at The Arctic University of Norway (UiT). The topic of her PhD is caesarean
sections in Georgia and Norway, and how maternal health care systems in these
countries are organized. She has been actively engaged in the newly established
national birth registry in Georgia. She is particularly interested in the role of
midwives and how to make them an integral part of the health care system, which
again can reduce unnecessary interventions in maternal health care. Ingvild is a
certified midwife and has worked several years in Norway, Palestine and South
Sudan. She went on to take a Master of Public Health (MPH) at UiT, before starting
her PhD.
Email: ingvild.h.nedberg@uit.no
Interests: Midwifery; over-medicalization in maternal health; right and access to
birth control and abortion services; breastfeeding; birth registries; maternal health
care systems; level of care

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Ingvill Konradsen works as a senior advisor and project leader at the Norwegian
Centre for Rural Medicine (NCRM) at UiT – The Arctic University of Norway. She is also
the Co-Founder and General Manager of the Haitian/Norwegian non-profit Prosjekt
Haiti, established in October 2000. Ingvill is leading a collaboration with Colombia to
develop the program Rural Health for Peace, financed by the Norwegian Ministry of
Health and Care Service. One aim being to develop a workable model to work
systematically with recruitment and retainment of health professionals in rural and
remote areas in Colombia. Prosjekt Haiti runs several educational programs for
children and women in Haiti including health education and a free health clinic for
youth. Konradsen has a Master of Human Rights from the School of Advanced Study,
University of London and additional training in project management, social
entrepreneurship, health and human rights. Her professional background includes
working as an advisor to the Mayor of the municipality of Saint Louis du Sud in Haiti,
Project Manager at the Centre for International Health (UiT- The Arctic University of
Norway/University Hospital North Norway), and two periods working at the UN in
Ecuador and Haiti.
Email: ingvill.konradsen@uit.no
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Ingvill Constanze Mochmann is head of the EUROLAB at GESIS-Leibniz Institute for
the Social Sciences in Cologne, Germany and Professor of International Politics at the
CBS International Business School. She graduated in comparative politics, economics
and German at the University of Bergen, Norway, holds a doctorate in political
science from the University of Giessen, Germany and a habilitation in social sciences
at the University of Cologne, Germany. In 2013-2014 she was a fellow at the Harvard
Humanitarian Initiative (HHI) and is now an affiliated expert of HHI. Her research
expertise includes amongst others interdisciplinary, international and intersectoral
research in the field of democracy and minority rights, children born of war,
comparative social research and participatory research. She has published widely in
the area of Children Born of War (CBOW) and is founder of the "International
Network for Interdisciplinary Research on Children Born of War.” Based on the
experiences on challenges to obtain data from in particular sensitive population
groups in conflicts and post conflict situations she founded the "IG Data for
Development" at the Research Data Alliance (RDA) in 2014 to promote data access,
data sharing and research infrastructure development also in developing countries.
2019-2020 she was appointed RDA Europe ambassador for the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Email: Ingvill.mochmann@gesis.org
Interests: Sustainable Development; evidence-based policy implementations
research on hidden and vulnerable populations
Skills: Research methods; data children born of war
Competencies: cross-national; cross-disciplinary and intersectoral network and
capacity building; knowledge transfer
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Jacinta Victoria S. Muinde is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute of
Health and Society, University of Oslo. She completed her PhD in Social Anthropology
at the University of Cambridge (funded by a competitive Commonwealth
Scholarship). Her PhD research has been awarded a Royal Anthropological
Institute/Sutasoma Award and the ASAUK Audrey Richards Prize for the best doctoral
dissertation in African Studies examined in a UK university. She is currently working
as part of the ERC Starting Grant project titled, “Universal Health Coverage and the
Public Good in Africa: An Anthropological Study,” led by Associate Professor Ruth
Jane Prince. Her current research explores, ethnographically, how recently
introduced “universal” healthcare schemes, which propose an expansion of welfare
and enactment of rights, are (re)shaping understandings of health and welfare, the
state and citizenship, imaginations and negotiations of obligations, forms of
solidarity, and networks of care. She also investigates the intersection of health
insurance schemes, cash transfers schemes (also introduced recently by the
government of Kenya), and informal networks of care in a matrilineal context in
Kenya South Coast.
Email: vickiejsm08@yahoo.com
Interests: Critical global health; moral economies of health; welfare and
development; gender, kinship and the ethics of care; citizenship and claim making;
East Africa
Skills: University teaching and supervision; academic writing skills; organizational
and administrative skills; leadership skills
Competencies: East Africa; ethnographic research techniques; public health; UHC
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Jannicke Mellin-Olsen is the president of the World Federation of Societies of
Anesthesiologists, representing hundreds of thousands of anesthesiologists in 150
countries and in official relations with the World Health Organization. As such, she is
involved in improving the situation for those five out of seven billion people in this
world who do not have access to safe, affordable and timely anesthesia and surgery.
The work is done through advocacy, education and research, innovation and safety
standards globally. She is also much involved in Quality and Patient Safety; she is a
member of the Board of Directors of the Patient Safety Movement Foundation. She
has been the president of the European Board of Anesthesiologists and a driving
force when the Helsinki Declaration on Patient Safety in Anesthesiology was
developed and launched. She has since been actively disseminating and lobbying for
its spread and implementation. She has also served as the secretary of the European
Society of Anesthesiology. She was the first female doctor in Norway to complete her
military services, which she did in UNIFIL, South Lebanon. She has worked for Red
Cross organizations internationally and holds a Diploma of Public Health Science. She
is practicing anesthesiologist at Baerum Hospital, Oslo, Norway.
Email: mellinolsen@gmail.com
Interests: Patient safety; education; health politics; workforce; national surgical,
obstetric and anesthesia plans
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Jeanette H. Magnus is the former Chair, current Adjunct Professor, Department of
Global Community Health and Behavioral Sciences at the Tulane School of Public
Health and Tropical Medicine, New Orleans, USA. Current Director of Centre for
Global Health, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oslo, Norway. Dr. Magnus earned
both her MD and PhD from University of Tromsø in Norway. She worked with Tulane
University for 12 years. Dr. Magnus has more than 140 publications in chronic
diseases, minority health, social determinants of health and gender differences. She
has a keen interest in academic capacity development in education and research. Dr.
Magnus has extensive experience with coordination of projects that involve
development of capacity in education and research, including scientists and
practitioners with different backgrounds. Dr. Magnus recently coordinated the
efforts related to The Lancet University of Oslo Commission on Global Governance
for Health and is the Norwegian PI for the NORAD project: Strategic and
Collaborative Capacity Development in Ethiopia and Africa. She is also the PI for the
DIKU funded: Exceeding Learning through Strategic Mobility and Academic
Partnership UiO-Jimma University, Ethiopia and University of Oslo, Norway, the Excel
Smart NORPART project.
E-mail: j.h.magnus@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Women’s, maternal and child, minority health; gender differences;
capacity development of leadership; education and research in higher education
institutions; global health
Skills: Public health; epidemiology; scientific writing; cultural competency
Competencies: Leadership; mentoring, capacity development in research and
research education; interdisciplinary collaboration
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Jennifer J. Infanti is a global health researcher, originally from Canada, now based
at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim,
Norway. Jennifer holds a PhD in social anthropology from Massey University, New
Zealand. She has worked in the academic sector for most of the past decade, in a
variety of multi-sectoral and transdisciplinary research collaborations. Before this,
Jennifer worked in non-profit organizations focused on community health and
resilience and international global health governance bodies. Her current research
aims to improve childbirth care for immigrant women in Norway, promote the wellbeing of family caregivers of children with intellectual disabilities in Nepal, and
develop and evaluate
interventions to address domestic violence in antenatal care settings in Nepal.
Email: jennifer.infanti@ntnu.no
Interests: women’s health; maternal and reproductive health; gender-based
violence; resilience; migration; implementation/applied research; action research;
narrative research; arts-based research interventions; medical anthropology; Nepal
and South Asia
Skills: Proposal development and writing; methodological innovations/adaptations;
qualitative data analysis; interviewing; building international research networks
Competencies: Project management; supervision of student research;
transdisciplinary collaboration
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Jennifer Muderedzi is an experienced top government civil servant in managerial
and administerial positions for the Ministry of Health in Zimbabwe. She also has
experience as a public health practitioner, researcher, academic, occupational
therapist, registered nurse and systemic counsellor. She has extensive knowledge
and practice in community psychosocial work and mental health. She recently
defended her PhD thesis, “Vulnerable groups and structural violence; case of the
Tonga people of Binga in Zimbabwe: Coping of families with disabled children” at the
University of Oslo. Her research and publications include the living conditions of
disabled people, family coping with disability, structural violence and social suffering,
poverty, HIV/AIDS, gender, food insufficiency, internally displaced people (IDPs)
culture and development inclusive of vulnerable ethnic minorities.
Email: jmuderedzi@gmail.com
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Johanne Sundby is an obstetrician who has held a professorship in women’s health
and global health at the University of Oslo for many years. She has worked on
reproductive and maternal health issues in many African countries and has served as
a policy and research adviser to the Norwegian Health Ministry, NORAD,
WHO/Geneva and the Norwegian and Swedish Research Councils. Fields covered
include maternal mortality and morbidity, female genital mutilation, sexually
transmitted infections, contraception, unsafe abortion and violence against women.
She has initiated several training programs and institutional collaborations and has
worked on science capacity building for African scholars at the masters and PhD level
for two decades. She is interested in health systems responses to emerging needs
among women, especially the poor, the rural and the non-privileged. Quality of care,
and access to and coverage of health services for pregnant migrants are current
areas of work.
Email: johanne.sundby@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Abortion, maternal health, SRHR issues, FGM
Skills: Policy development, multi-methods studies, advocacy, research dissemination,
capacity building, supervision, grant applications
Competencies: Research, policy, popular science dissemination
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Kana Karen Schröder works as a consultant with the Bill and Melinda Gates Institute
for Population and Reproductive Health, focused on family planning intervention
projects based in East Africa, West Africa, Nigeria and India. Her previous employers
include Médecins Sans Frontières / Leger Uten Grenser (MSF Norway), the Norwegian
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) and Oslo Metropolitan University. She has
extensive experience in development, research, and fundraising. She has worked on
gender equality and inclusion, sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)
policy advocacy and conducted research on women’s economic empowerment. She
holds a MSc in Global Development Studies from NMBU. Karen is from Uganda and
Rwanda and resides in Oslo with her family.
Email: karenmsf2020@gmail.com
Interests: Youth and community engagement; Sexual and reproductive health;
Sustainability; Global health policy; Community research involvement
Skills: Research writing; reporting; implementation; data analysis
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Kari Eian Krogstad has 30 years of experience from leadership roles in the
international healthcare industry. She has been blessed with the opportunity to work
with the most talented and inspiring people, teaming up to bring innovative
technologies and gold standard products, developed in Norway, to the global market.
Her career started with the contrast media from Nycomed Imaging, moving on to the
unique magnetic beads at Dynal. Currently, Kari is heading up Medistim and the
market leading ultrasound devices for intraoperative use. Additional experiences
come from board positions in both start-up and mature companies. She cares for
biology and technology, but most of all she is passionate about people.
Email: kari.krogstad@medistim.com
Interests: Medical devices; biotechnology; diagnostics; pharmaceuticals
Skills: Creative thinking; communication; teamwork
Competencies: Leadership; strategy development; execution
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Kari Nyheim Solbrække holds a Dr. polit in sociology and is Professor at the
Institute of Health and Society, University of Oslo (UiO). A main part of her research
focuses on the lived experiences of NCDs especially related to the gender. Solbrække
is also involved in the global capacity-building program in Africa and Ethiopia
SACCADE by PhD supervising as well as teaching academic staff in Enhancing Gender
in Science and Education. Her background includes various positions of trust such as
Head of Board at the Centre for Gender Research at UiO and President of the
Norwegian Association for Gender Research.
Email: k.n.solbrakke@medisin.uio.no
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Karine Nordstrand is a medical doctor, specializing in Public Health, with a master’s
degree in International Health. She works as the Director of Global Health at the
Norwegian Institute of Public Health (NIPH), and is the President of the Norwegian
section of Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF). She went on her first mission with MSF in
2008, and has since worked in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Indonesia
and Greece.
Email: nordstrandkarine@gmail.com
Interests: Humanitarian assistance; infectious diseases; antibiotic resistance; climate
change and health
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Karolina S. Mæland, RN, RM, MSc, currently is a PhD candidate at the Western
Norway University of Applied Sciences, Bergen. Her PhD project is a nationwide
population-based study using data from the Medical Birth Registry of Norway and
Statistics Norway, focusing on adverse perinatal outcomes in immigrant women in
Norway. Karolina has previously studied International Maternal and Child Health, at
Uppsala University, Sweden. She has also been working for Doctors Without Borders
in Western Africa.
Email: karolina.meland@uis.no
Interests: Global Health; migration; sexual and reproductive Health
Skills: Global Health; women’s health; midwifery; perinatal epidemiology

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Kirsti Anita Henriksen is a registered nurse, and Associate Professor for the
Bachelor of Nursing program, at Arctic University of Tromsø (UiT). Since 1999, part of
her position has been dedicated internationalization and student exchange, as an
international coordinator. She has worked internationally in various forms since
1984, mainly focused on the Middle East related to Palestinians. She participated in a
project to develop a Palestinian Nursing school in Cairo (1984-1994), and a project to
develop a postgraduate program for Palestinian Nurses in operating theatre in
Ramallah, West Bank (92-94). She conducted a comparative study of Egyptian
Nursing for her master’s thesis in nursing (1997). In 2007, she was a clinical instructor
for Norwegian Nursing students in a hospital in Nairobi, Kenya. She has established
many new international partners for student exchange and designed programs for
preparation and follow up of student exchange to partners outside Europe like
Lebanon, Zambia and South Africa. She has mostly worked with a program for
students to do clinical studies with Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. Her area of
research focuses on student’s exchange, especially nursing students learning from
international clinical practice.
Email: kirsti.henriksen@uit.no
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Kristin Bergtora Sandvik (S.J.D Harvard Law School 2008) is a professor of legal
sociology at the Faculty of Law, University of Oslo and a Research Professor in
Humanitarian Studies at Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO). Her work focuses on
refugee resettlement, legal mobilization, humanitarian technology, innovation and
accountability. She is a member of the advisory board for the Humanitarian
Innovation Fund and the European Commission Flagship Human Brain Project.
Email: bergtora@prio.org
Interests: Global health; technology; sexual violence; lifecycles of digital bodies in aid
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Lene Søvold is a clinical psychologist and a mental health advisor based in Norway,
who is engaged within a broad spectra of health related issues and contexts. She is
passionate about promoting mental health, socio-emotional skills, empowerment,
equality and person-centered and integrative solutions; both within traditional
healthcare and e-health contexts – as well as within schools and workplaces. Lene
holds a cand.phychol / master's degree in Clinical Psychology from the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology and from the Universidad de Valencia.
Email: lene.sovold@gmail.com
Interests: Mental health; e-health; health innovation; person-centered; integrative;
equality; empowerment; women's leadership; health promotion; user experience;
SDGs; health and environment
Skills: Psychotherapy; health promotion; CBT; e-mental health; psychological
assessments; research; writing; advocacy; compassionate care; empowerment
Competencies: Psychotherapy; mental health; e-health; health innovation; user
experience; person-centered; integrative; equality; empowerment; health promotion;
SDGs
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Mahima Venkateswaran is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for Intervention
Science in Maternal and Child Health, University of Bergen. Her research interests
include global maternal and child health and digital health in low- and middle-income
settings. She is a medical doctor from India and has worked on implementations of
digital health information systems in Palestine and Bangladesh. She works with the
eRegistries group at the Norwegian Institute of Public Health.
Email: mahimavenkateswaran@gmail.com
Interests: Maternal and Child Health; Digital Health
Skills: Randomized controlled trials; quantitative research methods
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Margunn Aanestad is Professor of Information Systems at the University of Agder
and Academic Head of the Centre for e-health, one of the University’s Research
Priority Areas. Her first degree was in engineering (medical technologies), while her
PhD (UiO, 2002) was based in a cross-disciplinary research tradition and addressed
also the organizational and institutional aspect of using telemedicine. She has
researched the socio-technical change process of digitalization of health information
systems, more specifically as this relates to interoperability and collaboration,
patient- and person-centred care models, and personalization of care. During her
period at the University of Oslo (2002-2019), she participated in the Health
Information Systems Program (HISP), and supervised PhD projects on design and use
of digital technologies in primary health care services (maternal and child health in
Tanzania and Ethiopia) and hospitals (India). Her ongoing research investigates the
use of novel health care models where digitally supported remote care allow patient
empowerment and early intervention to prevent exacerbation and long-term
complications of NCDs. Such remote care models may be part of the transition
towards more patient-centered, integrated, proactive and resilient healthcare
systems globally.
Email: margunn.aanestad@uia.no
Interests: Digital technology (mHealth and eHealth); secondary prevention; noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Maria Hviding has a bachelor’s degree from Sciences Po Paris and a Master of
Science in Health Economics from the Erasmus University Rotterdam, University of
Oslo, Management School Innsbruck and the University of Bologna. She is currently
working at the Norwegian medical technology company Ably Medical AS, as
European Project Manager. Hviding has been with Ably since 2017 and has been
actively involved in building partnerships with European hospitals and implementing
Health Technology Assessment as part of Ably’s business strategy. She is also
pursuing an industrial PhD at BI Norwegian Business School, on the topic of Business
Model Innovation in Health. Hviding has previous experience from international
collaboration both at the UN Office in Vienna working with the UNODC and at the
WHO HQ in Geneva, working with Noncommunicable Diseases.
Email: m.hviding@gmail.com
Interests: Preventive healthcare; evaluation of medical devices; healthcare
innovation
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Mariann Skar has been the Secretary General for European Alcohol Policy Alliance
(Eurocare) since October 2007. Eurocare is a membership organization, based in
Brussels and working towards the European Union Institutions to prevent and
reduce alcohol related harm. Mariann’s working experience is varied, spanning from
being an independent public health consultant in Brussels and Thessaloniki,
seconded national expert in the European Commission, Directorate-General Health
& Consumer Protection. Previously Mariann was working at Tromsø University
College as head of nursing education; teaching in general nursing, sociology/social
policies and involved in various developmental, evaluation and research activities.
Mariann is educated as cand.polit from the University of Tromsø and registered
nurse from Vest-Agder Sykepleierskole.
Email: mariann.skar@eurocare.org
Interests: Health policy; public health; inequality; nursing education
Skills: leadership; problem-solving; flexible; multi-tasking; reporting
Competencies: EU health policy; cooperative within and between groups; apply and
lead EU funded projects; project planning
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Marianne Jahre is Professor of Logistics at Lund University and BI Norwegian
Business School. She has co-edited and co-authored several books and published
articles among others in JOM, IJDPLM, JHLSCM, IJL: R&A and IJLM. Jahre has been
working with disaster relief logistics research and teaching since 2007, heading
projects and supervising students undertaken in cooperation with IFRC, UNHCR,
UNFPA, UNICEF, Norwegian Red Cross, and the Norwegian Refugee Council. She is an
international delegate to the Norwegian Red Cross and undertook projects on health
supply chains in Uganda for UNICEF. She now heads a mobility project in cooperation
with an Ethiopian and a Tanzanian University, a research project on drug shortage in
cooperation with the Norwegian Institute of Public Health (FHI) and 3 universities,
and a research project on COVID-19 response together with FHI and two health
research institutes in Ethiopia.
Email: marianne.jahre@bi.no
Interests: R
 esearch/teaching within health supply chain and risk/crisis management
Skills: Research, teaching
Competencies: Medicine shortage, health supply chain, supply chain management
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Marie Louise Sunde is a Medical Doctor, and holds a PhD in Surgery. In 2015, Dr.
Sunde co-founded the organization #HunSpanderer addressing unconscious gender
bias, and in 2019 she Co-founded Equality Check, where she is now CEO. Equality
Check is a platform where employees anonymously can review how equal their work
place is, catalysing change through transparency and evidence based solutions. Dr.
Sunde has co-authored a bestselling book addressing unconscious gender
stereotypes and was a leading voice during the medical #MeToo movement in
Norway. She is also a member of the advisory board of Partnership for Change. Dr.
Sunde is also a sought after speaker.
Email: marie.louise.sunde@gmail.com
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Mathewos Moges Weldekirkos has been working at Hawassa University, College of
Medicine and Health Sciences for the last fifteen years as an assistant professor and
in different positions at the university. Currently he is PhD fellow at the University of
Oslo (UiO), Institute of Health and Society, Faculty of Medicine.
Email: moges.mathewos@yahoo.com
Interests: Maternal and Child nutrition; environmental entropy; food safety;
antimicrobial resistance organisms
Skills: Qualitative research; quantitative research; leadership
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Mekdes Gebremariam, MD, MPhil, MSc, PhD is currently a Senior Researcher at the
Department of Nutrition, University of Oslo and a Deputy Director of the Center of
Global Health. After completing her PhD, she worked as a Postdoctoral Fellow at Oslo
Metropolitan University, University of California, Los Angeles and University of Oslo.
Her research focuses on the promotion of healthy lifestyle behaviors and the
prevention of non-communicable diseases. Social inequalities in health is a central
theme in her research. Gebremariam has coordinated and led several research
projects including international interdisciplinary research projects. She is currently
the Principal Investigator of a large interdisciplinary research project funded by
the Norwegian Research Council. The project aims to identify trends in the
development of socioeconomic inequalities in body weight from birth to 14 years
of age using a birth cohort study. It also explores mediators of socioeconomic
inequalities in lifestyle behaviors and body weight among youth. She is a collaborator
in a Horizon 2020 project involving nine countries, aimed at obesity prevention
among youth. She also participates in different public health and capacity building
projects in Ethiopia. She is a Management Committee Member from Norway for a
COST Action Plan (Determinants of Physical Activity in Settings), which includes
participants from 26 countries.
Email: mekdes.gebremariam@medisin.uio.no
Interests: Social epidemiology; social inequalities in health; lifestyle behaviors; noncommunicable diseases; causal inference methods; systems approach to health
promotion
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Mona Kiil is a social anthropologist who holds a PhD in Health Sciences. She is
currently a postdoctoral researcher at the Psychiatry Research Group, Department of
Clinical Medicine, The Arctic University of Norway (UiT). Her research mainly focuses
on cultural perspectives of mental health in Northern Norway and migration mental
health. She has previously worked as a Senior Advisor at the Centre for Arctic and
Global Health, UiT, and been involved in a number of projects in the field of global
health, most recently Health for Peace in collaboration with the National Centre for
Rural Medicine.
Email: mona.kiil@uit.no
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Mona Samantar is an experienced registered nurse and a mother. Driven by her
experience, she takes pride in providing the best service possible. As a nurse, her
goals include maintaining and promoting patients’ health. In addition to her primary
job’s functions, Mona has been recognized by different health department for her
extraordinary commitment to patients.
Email: muuna_2006@hotmail.com
Interests: Global health
Skills: Nursing; rehabilitation
Competencies: Bachelor and master’s degree

Women in Global Health Norway Members

Muhammad Asaduzzaman is a research fellow at Centre for Global Health,
University of Oslo (UiO). His primary expertise lies in One Health, field epidemiology
and global health with skilled training on medical sciences, public health and clinical
trials. His long-term research interests focus on the development of a
comprehensive understanding of key pathways involved in Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR) along with Infectious disease epidemiology (especially zoonotic) through
multidisciplinary approach. Being a former One Health Fellow in South Asia and
GHES Fogarty Fellow in global health, he has long standing research experience in
One Health arena at global south.
Email: muhammad.asaduzzaman@medisin.uio.no
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Natia Skhvitaridze is currently conducting the doctoral project, “Maternal Mortality
and Severe Maternal Morbidity in Georgia,” at The Arctic University of Norway (UiT).
After graduating from Tbilisi State Medical University, she gained extensive medical
experience as an OB/GYN Doctor. She holds a Master of Business Administration,
specialized in hospital management and certified in Public Health. Natia is leading
courses in Health Promotion and Quality of Medical Services (School of Health
Sciences, University of Georgia) and an advisor for the global health (Georgian
National Center for Disease Control and Public Health). She is a participant of
AAF/OMI Salzburg Seminars (Austria), Reproductive Study Program at the Royal
Tropical Institute, KIT (Netherlands), Digital Health Course at Royal Technology
University KTH (Sweden), Public Health Research Course at Babes-Bolyai University
(Romania), Internship in Hacettepe University (Turkey) and has research mobility at
The University of Basque Country (Spain). She was involved in projects in the frame
of Erasmus +. Moreover, she is a member of Core Team in the International Coalition
of Partners to Strengthen Public Health Services (CoP), leaded by the Division of
Health Systems and Public Health, WHO Europe regional Office. She is a member of
The Norwegian Research School of Global Health (NRSGH) and Consortium of
Universities in Global Health (CUGH).
Email: Natia.skhvitaridze@uit.no
Interests: Maternal health; reproductive health, health systems strengthening;
health promotion; global health; implementation science
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Noor Khan is a senior Norwegian career diplomat and a practicing medical doctor.
She has worked clinically at the University Hospital in Oslo, as well as at the Clinton
Foundation in New York and the WHO in Geneva before joining the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2008. In addition to her medical training, Dr. Khan has a
Masters of Public Health from the London School of Economics and Political Science
(LSE) and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). She recently
returned to the Ministry in Oslo after serving at the Norwegian Representative
Office in Jerusalem where she was responsible for the UN portfolio, humanitarian
and health issues. She has a particular focus on developing global health policy at the
Ministry.
Email: Maha-Noor.Khan@mfa.no
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Nsa Dada is a Senior Researcher at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Faculty
of Science, where she leads research that investigates how microbes affect mosquito
physiology and ecology, and how they can be leveraged for mosquito control. She is
also an Adjunct Research Fellow at the Nigerian Institute of Medical Research,
Department of Public Health and Epidemiology, and an Adjunct Lecturer at the
Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai, Thailand. Drawing upon a multidisciplinary
background and expertise in medical entomology, parasitology, microbiology,
genomics and bioinformatics, her research interests primarily encompass the
(micro)biology and control of disease vectors, and more broadly, microbial ecology.
Working closely with national disease control programs and research institutions in
various countries around the world; so far including Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Benin,
Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Peru, Mexico, Guatemala,
France, UK and USA; her work spans the biology, distribution and control of several
Neglected Tropical Disease parasites and vectors, as well as the seminal research on
the role of mosquito microbiome in insecticide resistance. She is largely driven by a
passion for training the next generation of scientists, particularly those who like her
are, from disease endemic parts of the world.
Email: nsadada@yahoo.com
Interests: Disease vector biology & control; Microbial ecology; host-microbe
interactions; strengthening research capacity in the Global South
Skills: Genomics; metagenomics; bioinformatics; insect sampling, dissections and
curation
Competencies: Quantitative mosquito-borne disease research; microbial ecology
research; mosquito control; mosquito surveillance; insecticide resistance monitoring;
capacity building
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Pushpanjali Shakya is PhD candidate in Global Health at Norwegian University of
Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway. She is a registered nurse in Nepal with a
strong passion for and decade long experience in diabetes care. As the first clinical
nurse educator of Dhulikhel Hospital-a community hospital in Nepal, she established
a new service of diabetes counseling, which has served thousands to date. She is also
a certified diabetes educator from Christian Medical College, India and International
Diabetes Federation. After her master degree in public health from NTNU, she also
worked in bringing systemic changes for diabetes care in Nepal. She coordinated the
development of a diabetes-training manual for nurses through a project funded by
World Diabetes Foundation, which was later endorsed by the Nepal government.
Dozens of nurses were trained using this manual. Her PhD project is a community
based randomized controlled trial where more than 6000 people were screened for
prediabetes in Nepal. She developed an intervention package titled Diabetes
Prevention Education Program with an aim to prevent diabetes.
Email: pushpanjali.shakya@ntnu.no
Interests: Diabetes care; Health education; Research
Skills: Counseling; quantitative analysis; qualitative analysis; STATA; SPSS
Competencies: Leadership; perseverance; dedication
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Prabina Bhattarai completed her Master of Philosophy in Global Health from the
University of Bergen in 2020. She has completed her Bachelor of Science in Nutrition
and Dietetics from her home country, Nepal. She was inclined towards academic
research since her bachelor where she was actively engaged in various projects and
research works. Her work mostly involved anthropometry and dietary assessment.
Following her interest in community research, she joined the University of Bergen in
2018 intending to excel herself in research and publications. Her master’s thesis was
on the objective assessment of overweight, obesity, physical inactivity, and
associated factors among women in Eastern Nepal. She believes that lifestyle
intervention is the most cost-effective way to deal with non-communicable diseases
in resource-poor countries like Nepal. In the future, she dreams to contribute
towards the research and academic field in Nepal within her field of interest.
Email: bhattaraiprabina28@gmail.com
Interests: Food; Nutrition; Anthropometry; Physical inactivity
Skills: Dietary assessment; Physical inactivity assessment; Anthropometry; Diet plan
Competencies: Anthropometry; Physical inactivity assessment
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Prudence Atukunda holds a PhD specializing in child development and nutrition
from the University of Oslo, Norway. In addition, she is a clinical psychologist with a
Master’s in Public Health. Her research focuses on nutrition, cognitive development,
gut microbiota and growth among children. She has been leading a randomized
maternal intervention trial targeting the growth and development outcomes among
children in Uganda. She worked with several international agencies including UNDP,
World Food Programme and WHO- mental health Gap in Uganda, DRC and Rwanda.
In addition, she has worked with public hospitals and university teaching hospitals.
She has practical skills in child and adult psychopathology and phenomenology,
neuropsychological assessment, adolescent psychotherapy, maternal mental health,
as well as drug addiction rehabilitation.
Email: prudence.atukunda@studmed.uio.no
Interests: Neuro development assessments; mental health care, technical writing;
nutritional evaluation; maternal and childcare mental assessments; biostatical
analysis; community research involvement
Skills: Research writing; reporting; implementation; data analysis; initiating, planning
and executing pragmatic clinical trials; communicating scientific results; critical
thinking; safety and project ethical standards
Competencies: Strategic planning; team leadership; team building; communication;
project implementation and management, creative writing and thinking; problem
analysis and risk assessment
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Rebecca Busby is a Water, Sanitation and Health Engineer with a major interest in
community-based health approaches, behavior change and epidemic preparedness
in WASH projects in the humanitarian field. She currently works for UNICEF in
Lebanon, where she is responsible for the public health side of UNICEF’s WASH
interventions, including outbreak prevention, health and hygiene promotion, gender
mainstreaming and GBV risk mitigation, IPC and capacity building on “soft WASH” for
local partners. She has just moved to Lebanon from Nairobi, where she worked as a
regional delegate on community-based surveillance for the Norwegian Red Cross.
Prior to this she has worked on WASH projects in Indonesia, Lebanon (Bekaa) and
North Africa. She loves working in the intersection between public health and WASH
and is excited to be part of the Norwegian chapter of Women in Global Health!
Email: rebecca.madeleine.bushby@gmail.com
Interests: WASH; Water and sanitation related disease; Outbreak prevention;
Community-based health; Epidemic preparedness; Behavioral change; Health in
emergencies; Sustainability of WASH and health services
Skills: WASH; community-based surveillance; outbreak prevention in WASH
Competencies: Organization; analysis; problem solving; communication
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Ritika Sharma is a medical student, studying at the University of Oslo. She is the
current leader of the student organization Studenter uten Grenser Oslo, which aims
to enlighten and engage students in global health education. The board focuses on
topics such as neglected crisis, maternal health and gender equity in health. The
organization is independent of MSF Oslo, but do have collaborations with MSF
nationally. Before becoming the leader, Ritika was the PR-manager in Studenter uten
Grenser Oslo. She also shows great interest in the student organization UAEM, and
has been an active member in MedHum since 2018. The prime focus as a medical
student is to obtain the fundamental knowledge and skills to become a future
clinician. However, Ritika believes that these are insufficient recourses to create
future global clinicians. In her opinion, a long-term global health curriculum should
be integrated in the six year long medical course (Norway). This could be beneficial,
not only to provide a deeper international medical understanding, but also to
develop a more effective global health service. Gender inequality, weak primary care,
climate change and NCDs. These are just a few of thousands of issues regarding the
health of the citizens on planet earth. If our generation won’t understand the
importance of granting equal health opportunities for those in need, who will?
Email: ritika.sharma@studmed.uio.no
Interests: Climate change; gender inequality; maternal health; lifestyle and diseases
Skills: Video editing; creative design; social media editing; virtual meeting settings
Competencies: Problem solving; creativity; teamwork; adaptability
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Sai Teja Muramalla is passionate about enhancing global health by contributing to
cellular research, disease prevention, and diagnostics improvement. He has
completed a bachelor's degree in Biotechnology and is currently pursuing a master's
degree in International Community Health at the University of Oslo. For his
bachelor's thesis, he synthesized silver nanoparticles from a plant extract and
subjected to particles' characterization, then made a visual model to study the
interaction between the nanoparticles and selected antimalarial drugs for a possible
drug delivery system to enhance the efficiency of the antimalarial drugs. Sai actively
engages in volunteer work and is also a member of the Global Health Youth
Foundation. He is interested in bridging the gap between scientific, medical, and
governmental communities to create a robust health system.
Email: s.t.muramalla@studmed.uio.no
Interests: Global health; Global health security; Health policy development;
Infectious Disease; Innovation; Governance; Climate change
Skills: Biostatistics; Ethical hacking and security analyst for cybersecurity; Data
analysis; Writing; Multitasking; Problem solving
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Sallie Ria Delos Santos Malayan holds a BS Nursing (2006 – 2010) from Lyceum of
the Philippines University Manila, Philippines and finished Complementary Nursing
Education (2017 – 2018) in Oslo Metropolitan University. She is a licensed nurse both
in the Philippines and in Norway. Currently, she is taking a master’s program in
Interdisciplinary Health Research at the University of Oslo. Her research paper aims
to tackle health inequalities in Norway specifically with regards proper tailoring of
public health services to address the health needs of minority groups who are
especially susceptible to chronic illnesses. Her study will explore the experiences of
people with South Asian background who have received health education about
preventive measures against development of diabetes. The thesis is part of a largescale research undertaking where she works as a research member. This is in
addition to her full-time job as a nurse in General Medicine Department, Bærum
Hospital. Sallie is also engaged with volunteer work. She has taken part in mentoring
programs, health counseling and support groups that assist and promote the rights
of the minority groups in Norway. Her passion and goal are to lift the spirit of the
few and advocate for their rights especially proper education and health care.
Email: s.r.d.s.malayan@studmed.uio.no
Interests: Nursing; Global Health; Public Health; General Medicine; Health Advocacy;
Health Equality
Skills: Health Education; Health Promotion; Continuing Education; Acute care;
Rehabilitation
Competencies: Mental Health; Renal; Diabetic; Oncologic Nursing; Communicable &
Non-communicable diseases; Migration Health
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Sarah Osman is a social and behaviour change communication (SBCC) specialist and
her career in global development spans over 15 years, including working on sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) broadly, with experience in HIV
prevention. Her previous employers include Marie Stopes International, and her
clients include Frontline AIDS and AmplifyChange Fund. She has extensive
experience in migration and development, currently leading a project for the Danish
Refugee Council on risk and irregular migration. She has worked on SRHR policy
advocacy, conducted research on SRHR awareness raising campaigns and developed
SRHR social norms change guidance. In addition, Sarah is a skilled researcher and
writer with several publications and has led extensive consultative research with a
broad variety of stakeholders. She is also an experienced trainer and facilitator,
having led several workshops and designed various training tools and sessions.
Sarah holds a MSc. in Cognitive Psychology from Maastricht University, with a
specialisation in Health Psychology and Behaviour Change Communication, and a
MSc. in International Development Studies from Amsterdam University. Sarah was
born in Khartoum, Sudan in 1980 and lives in Oslo with her family.
Email: sarah@osmanadvisoryservices.com
Interests: Social and behaviour change communication; health psychology;
behavioural science; sexual and reproductive health and rights; migration and
development
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Sewika Sulpe holds a bachelor's degree in Physiotherapy from Kathmandu
University, Nepal (2013-2018). She is currently doing her master's degree in
International Community Health at the University of Oslo (UiO). She did her
physiotherapy internship with the Norwegian University of Science and Technology
(NTNU), in Norway through the Erasmus exchange programme in 2018. Prior to
joining her graduate program, she worked at a teaching hospital in Nepal under
Kathmandu University. She focused her work in advocating women's accessibility to
sexual and reproductive health and wellbeing. Her major areas of interest are
women's health, equity and equality, the reproductive and sexual health of women
living in low resources, the socio-cultural role in women's choices, gender parity,
health needs and access to women, pre- and post-natal care and maternal health.
She is also Interested in politics and health, migration and health, climate change and
One Health. Her current thesis project aims to gain perspectives of premarital sex
and abortion among unmarried women of Nepal.
Email: smilers.sewika@gmail.com
Interests: Women's health; Sexual and reproductive health; Global health; Health
literacy; Qualitative research; Society and culture; Physical activity; Menstruation;
Abortion; LMICs
Skills: Physiotherapist; Aspiring researcher; Quantitative research; Qualitative
research; Communication; Networking; Health educator; Health promotion
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Sheri Bastien is an Associate Professor in Public Health at the Norwegian University
of Life Sciences and holds an adjunct faculty appointment at the Cumming School of
Medicine, University of Calgary. She has been engaged in transdisciplinary research
for over a decade in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia on a range of issues related
to determinants of adolescent health and global health promotion, with a focus on
sexual and reproductive health, HIV prevention, water, sanitation and hygiene, as
well as vector borne diseases. Through grant support from Grand Challenges
Canada, the University of Calgary and with engagement from faculty and students,
she led the development of an innovative participatory action research project that
was implemented and evaluated in rural Tanzania which involves using curiositydriven science education and a social entrepreneurship approach to develop locally
relevant water, sanitation and hygiene strategies to improve health and education
outcomes. Project SHINE (Sanitation and Hygiene Innovation in Education) has also
been adapted and piloted in rural India. She is the Co-principal Investigator on a
Norad financed project in Nepal (2016-2021) related to innovations in teaching and
learning at basic level schools, and also a co-investigator on a Norwegian Research
Council funded cluster randomized controlled trial to prevent dengue among school
children in Myanmar (2019-2022).
Email: sheri.lee.bastien@nmbu.no
Interests: Global health promotion; determinants of health; social justice; citizen
science; youth and community engagement; sexual and reproductive health; water,
sanitation & hygiene; vector-borne diseases; gender violence; One Health
Skills: School and community-based intervention development and evaluation;
process and impact evaluation; implementation science; participatory action
research
Competencies: Knowledge translation, capacity strengthening, partnership
development
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Signe Elisabeth Åsberg holds a PhD in Molecular Biology from NTNU in Norway.
During her PhD, Åsberg investigated the interplay between macrophages, antibiotic
therapy and mycobacteria at the level of single cells and single bacteria. Åsberg’s
main interest is the global challenge of infectious diseases. As a research
coordinator, she facilitates translation of medical research into the health care
system, thus reducing the burden of infectious diseases. Finally, Åsberg is a
relentless popular science and user-oriented dissemination author, having
contributed to several blogs, scientific and mainstream articles.
Email: signe.asberg@ntnu.no
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Sigrun Henjum is a professor in Public Health Nutrition at Oslo Metropolitan
University. She has a master’s degree in clinical nutrition on malnutrition among
indigenous people in Argentina, from the University of Oslo. She holds a PhD in
Public Health Nutrition from University of Bergen on iodine excess among Saharawi
refugees in Algeria. Her publications span several research fields within public health
nutrition, including maternal and child nutrition, child growth and development,
iodine excess and deficiency, malnutrition, dietary research, breastfeeding,
micronutrients, food and human rights, and food security. She has led data collection
and fieldwork in different countries (Algeria, Argentina, Nepal, Vietnam and Norway).
She has been collaborating with Alive and Thrive Vietnam on breastfeeding, early
essential newborn care and milk banks for the last five years. She has also been part
of the MAL ED study on malnutrition, enteric infection and growth of children in
Nepal. In Norway, she is the chair of the risk- and benefit assessment of iodine
fortification of table salt and industrialized salt in bread by the Norwegian Scientific
Committee for Food and Environment. She has been leading several studies on
iodine in Algeria, Norway and Nepal and has just started a study on sustainable diets
and meat replacement products. She has recently been back from one-year research
stay at University of California, Davis, US, working with some of the most sited
researchers on maternal and child nutrition.
Email: shenjum@oslomet.no
Interests: Child and maternal nutrition; growth and development; dietary research;
breastfeeding; micronutrients; food and human rights; food security
Skills: Teaching; public health nutrition; global nutrition
Competencies: Field experience from Algeria, Argentina, Nepal, Vietnam and
Norway
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Sonja Myhre is working in Global Health as a Senior Advisor at the Norwegian
Institute of Public Health, since 2012. She completed a MSPH and PhD in public
health at the University of California, Los Angeles and was then awarded a
postdoctoral fellowship at the Stanford Center for Research in Disease Prevention.
Her professional interests include health communication, research on national
public health institutions, climate change communication, reproductive, maternal,
and child health, data privacy law, migration health/asylum seekers' health,
sustainability, and global health policy issues.
Email: SonjaLynn.Myhre@fhi.no
Interests: public health; health communication; national public health institutes;
climate change; sustainability; global health policy
Skills: public health research; communication; qualitative research; grant writing
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Sukhjeet Bains is a medical doctor and PhD student at the Norwegian Research
Centre for Women's Health, Oslo University Hospital and Institute of Health and
Society, University of Oslo. Her PhD project, the MiPreg study, focuses on recently
migrated women's maternity health in Norway. The MiPreg study seeks to identify
factors that contribute to disparities in pregnancy outcomes by focusing on the
pregnant women’s own experiences with maternal health care provision in urban
Oslo and by mapping current maternity service challenges. It is a multidisciplinary,
mixed method project with both quantitative and qualitative parts. Through her
interest in global health, Sukhjeet has studied and worked in Australia, Jordan, Brazil
and India. While studying medicine at the University of Oslo she was active in
organizations working with global health issues, mostly focusing on maternal and
reproductive health.
Email: sukhjeetkb@gmail.com
Interests: Women's health; sexual and reproductive health and rights; migration
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Tamanna Afroz is a Bangladeshi researcher living in Norway. She studied medicine
with a bachelor (MBBS) from the University of Rajshahi in Bangladesh and an Mphil
in International Community Health from University of Oslo (UiO) in Norway.
Email: tamanna.uio@gmail.com
Interests: Women health; immigrants; culture; sexual and reproductive health; SRHR
Skills: Women health; healthcare research; qualitative research; literature review;
proposal writing; grant application; research methodology; health promotion and
communication; general medicine; preventive medicine
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In her research, Turid Austin Wæhler is looking into international cooperation with
regards to health and emergency preparedness in the Arctic. Her PhD project is
focusing on how Norway and Russia cooperate about health facilities and emergency
preparedness on Svalbard, a sparsely populated archipelago located halfway
between the North Pole and the Norwegian mainland. Remoteness to core health
services, harsh climatic conditions, and increasing pressure on the existing
infrastructure due to tourism, are vital elements when discussing health and
emergency preparedness on Svalbard. As a former advisor at UiT The Arctic
University of Norway, Turid has also coordinated multiple global health projects
together with actors from various institutions in Norway and abroad. Turid is also
engaged in the Norwegian Research School of Global Health and in Global Health
Norway.
Email: turid.a.wahler@uit.no
Interests: Health systems; international cooperation; rural health; emergency
preparedness
Skills: Networking; languages; project planning; popular dissemination
Competencies: Networking; languages; project planning; popular dissemination
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Urusha Maharjan is a second-year master student in global health at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU). Currently, she is working on her
master’s thesis related to women residing in urban slums in Nepal. She has a
bachelor’s degree in medical laboratory technology. Prior to joining graduate school,
she worked as a Program Coordinator and instructor of medical laboratory
technology in a Nepalese diploma school. After completion of her undergraduate
studies, she worked as a laboratory technologist in various hospitals in Nepal. She
has volunteered in various non-profit organizations, mostly during 2015 when Nepal
was hit by an earthquake. During her undergraduate studies, she was actively
involved in organizing health camps as well as conducting drug awareness programs
in many drug rehabilitations centers, which was a part of her laboratory-based
research on substance users. During that time period, she realized the importance of
research and its impact on healthcare sector, which further encouraged her to study
global health. In the near future, she aspires to establish a research center to work
on public health issues and enhance paramedics related research.
Email: urusham@stud.ntnu.no
Interests: Women and child health; LMIC; marginalized populations; health policy
development; paramedic-driven research
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Valerie Robertson is trained as a registered nurse and has a background in hospital
medicine in the US healthcare system. She now holds a Master of Science in Nursing
and is a certified nurse practitioner, specializing in family medicine. From 2019, she
has worked as clinical liaison for RemovAid AS, a medical technology startup based in
Oslo focused on women's health. She is passionate about empowerment and using
technology to improve women's access to family planning services worldwide.
Email: valerierobertson001@gmail.com
Interests: Women's health; Global health; Education; Medical technology; Hospital
medicine
Skills: Nursing; Health education; Communications
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Wisam A. Mansour is Chief Operating Officer at the Basic Internet Foundation. She
holds a master’s degree from the University of Oslo in Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. For her master thesis, she did an in deep study on facilitating
women entrepreneurship in the Global South. Her field of research focuses on
entrepreneurship in developing economies with special focus on women
entrepreneurship empowering. She is working on developing business courses and
entrepreneurial platform for developing countries (EntrepNet).
Email: wisam@basicinternet.org
Interests: Women entrepreneurship; societal empowerment
Skills: Project management; business development; project planning;
entrepreneurial finance; mechanical engineering; marketing strategies
Competencies: Digital inclusion; women empowerment
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Yana Daneva is an international development consultant with five years of
experience in project management, research and evaluation, and stakeholder
relations in global health and sustainable development. Yana’s latest global health
assignment was with The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria where
she co-managed technical evaluations. She was involved in the review on Global
Fund’s investments into Sustainable and Resilient Systems for Health (RSSH) and the
planning stage of the Strategic Review 2020. She has been researching UHC, health
systems and Global Fund’s contribution to the SDGs. Yana also worked on the healthenvironmental nexus for the World Business Council for Sustainable Development
and UNEP’s Chemicals and Health team. She is currently a contributor to an opensource project, GNEVAR, which consists of several related datasets relating to the
global governance of different issue areas. Yana is experienced in working with
governments, UN agencies and NGOs for the implementation of projects and
ensuring data-driven decision making. She holds an MA degree in International
Relations and Political Science from The Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies (Geneva, Switzerland) and BA in Politics and Central and East
European Studies from the University of Glasgow, UK. Yana’s love for new
technologies led her to learn coding and she is interested in digital health and gender
topics.
Email: yana.daneva@graduateinstitute.ch
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Zainab Naimy has been working as a Technical Officer at the Department of
Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health at the World Health Organization
Headquarters in Geneva since 2016. She was a part of the Polices, Programmes and
Planning team where she worked closely with WHO country and regional offices to
support countries in their efforts to strengthen the quality of health services
provided to women and children. During the WHO Transformation process in 2019,
Zainab was seconded to the Office of the Executive Director for Universal Health
Coverage and Life Course where she supported the re-structuring of the Division, as
well as managed the Division’s engagement with multilateral bodies, in particular
G20, G20 and PMAC. Prior to joining WHO in Geneva, Zainab was working in
Kathmandu for the WHO country office for Nepal where she was responsible for
supporting the Ministry of Health in implementing their maternal, newborn, child
and adolescent (MNCAH) health programmes. She also led the WHO emergency
response for MNCAH services during the 2015 earthquake in Nepal. Zainab is a
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