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Figure 8.3 Time plot of mean blood pressure for each treatment group, loess
smoothed curve. Treatment A (solid line), treatment B (dotted line), treatment C
(dashed line).

Finally we would like to inspect the correlation structure within treatment

group. This can be done by creating a scatter plot matrix for each treatment

group. For illustration we will do this for one of the treatment groups only.

Figure 8.4 gives a scatter plot matrix for the original blood pressure meas-

urements at the five time points for treatment group C, and it is easily seen

that these data are correlated. However, the correlation seems to decrease

with increasing time span, and it seems as if the strongest correlations

appear between the later visits (the scatter plot of week 4 vs. 5, and of week

5 vs. 6 are more clustered around a straight line than the other scatters).
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