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Example 20.1
Bellemare et al. (2004) is a systematic review of oral rehydration therapy

(ORT) versus intravenous therapy (IVT) for the treatment of diarrhea-

related dehydration in children. The relevant clinical trials were identified

by a comprehensive search of electronic databases, contacting authors,

organizations, and drug manufacturers, as well as examination of the ref-

erence lists in papers. Screening for eligible trials, trial quality assessment

and data extraction for each task was undertaken by two researchers work-

ing independently. Consensus was used to resolve differences.

The search for relevant literature for an SR needs to be reported in a

transparent and reproducible manner, allowing the reader to judge whether

it was a comprehensive and unbiased search or not. Accordingly, Addi-

tional File 1 for this paper details the actual electronic search strategy used

by the authors. As noted above, a basic requirement for an MA report is the

flow chart showing the study selection process. Figure 20.1 shows the flow

chart for Bellemare et al. (2004). The number of trials identified initially

was 418. These trials were subjected to careful scrutiny to see if they met

the eligibility criteria. Most of the studies did not, and were excluded

according to the reasons stated in the chart. The final number of included

RCTs was 14. One of these trials was a two-center study with a stratified

design. For quantitative combination of the data, it was decomposed into

two separate trials, giving a total of fifteen potentially combinable trials.

Figure 20.1 A study selection flow chart in a systematic review. (Source: Bellemare
et al. (2004), Figure 1.)
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