
8 
 

Summary 

Our results show that over a 20-year period, 40% of all sentences served in Norwegian prisons included 
convictions that indicated drug use. Almost all who were convicted of offenses related to use and 
possession and about half of those who were convicted of driving under the influence were also serving 
sentences for other offenses. 

Use and possession 
x In about one fifth of the prison sentences during the observation period (2000-2019), 

offenses for use and possession were part of the convictions. 
x Sentences with convictions for use and possession also included convictions for other drug 

offenses (99.8%), driving under the influence (50%), property theft (46%) and order and 
integrity (40%).  

x Almost no (<0.15%) prison sentences were solely for offenses related to use and possession. 
x During this period, the proportion of prison sentences that included convictions related to 

use and possession decreased from 22% in 2000 to 12% in 2019. 

Driving while intoxicated 
x A conviction for driving while intoxicated was included in about a third of all prison sentences 

during this period.  
x About 14% of prison sentences were solely related to driving while intoxicated. 
x In 31% of prison sentences, driving while intoxicated was included as one of several offenses. 
x Sentences with convictions for driving while intoxicated also often included convictions for 

use and possession (28%), other drug offenses (55%), other traffic offenses (17%), and 
violence/abuse (15%). 

x Over these two decades (2000-2019), the proportion of prison sentences that included 
convictions for driving while intoxicated decreased from 42% in 2000 to 21% in 2019. 

In this report, we have not measured drug use in a way that gives us a clear answer as to how many of 
the incarcerated inmates in prison need treatment for a substance abuse problem. Nevertheless, there 
is reason to believe that being incarcerated, convicted of drug offenses indicating their use, together 
with other criminality, may be an indicator of a degree of drug problem severity that should be 
addressed with treatment and interventions. 

These results indicate that many inmates can benefit from various forms of drug treatment while 
incarcerated. As a prerequisite for this type of intervention, people in prison should be screened to 
map the scope and burden of problems associated with their drug use. It is also important that 
adequate substance use/addiction treatment is available during imprisonment and that arrangements 
are made for continued treatment in the health services, combined with other important measures 
related to housing, work and social networks, after release from prison. 

  


