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Strengthen our partnership with Russia  

• Long-term collaborative relationship 
– Moscow within medicine (Centre) since 1993   

– Evaluated in 2012 

 

• The Norwegian University Centre in St.Petersburg 

(DNUSP) has since 2013 been our hub for the 

collaborations within Russia  

 

 

 



International strategy by 2020 
 • Establish robust and long-term collaborations with a few scientific 

institutions 

 

• Strengthen already fruitful scientific collaborations 

 

• Strong research areas both sides 

 

• Inititate new collaborations between research groups which are motivated 

and have the competence to deliver strong science 

 

• Focus on   

– promote quality 

– stimulate academic growth 

– strengthen interaction between research, education  

     and innovation. 
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RENEW of  MoUs 

 

Eugeny V. Shlyakhto,  

Director of the Federal Almazov Medical 

Research Centre 

 

Assoc. Prof. Tamara Lönngren  

Center director of DNUSP 

 

Professor Ole Petter Ottersen, Rector of 

the University of Oslo 
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long-term 



  
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

   « Strong and succesful collaborations in 

some disciplines will over time spread to 

other disciplines» 
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                         Focused research areas 1 

• CARDIOLOGY  

     Almazov Research Centre, Pavlov University 

 

• CANCER  

     Pavlov University 

  

• STEM CELL and REGENERATIVE MEDICINE  

     Pavlov University, Almazov Research Centre, Mechnikov University 

 

• NANOTECHNOLOGY   

     Almazov Research Center, Pavlov, ITMO University, Tomsk Polytechnic   

     University 

 

• EPIGENETIC  and COMPUTER BASED SCIENCE   

      Almazov Research Center, ITMO University 

 

 



                         Focused research areas 2 

• WOMEN HEALTH  

      Mechnikov University 

 

 

• BUILDING UP  
– Psychiatry (Moscow Institute of Psychiatry),  

– Ophthalmology (The Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow) 

 

 

• PALLIATIVE CARE (Mechnikov University)  
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For Better Health: Oslo – St. Petersburg Academic Collaborations 

Tøyen Hovedgård, Oslo, November 1, 2016 

Time Title Speaker Chair 
14.30-15.00 REGISTRATION   

15.00-15.10 
 
 
 
15.10-15.20 
 
 
 
 
 
15.20-15.30 
 
 
15.30-15.45 
 
 
 
 
15.45-16.00 
 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 
 
Norwegian-Russian cooperation 
in science, technology and 
innovation: Potential and 
challenges - adapt today to 
succeed tomorrow 
 
Norwegian-Russian scientific 
collaborations 
 
Translational research in 
Russian-Norwegian cooperation  
 
 
 
Hematology and oncology in the 
First Pavlov’s medical university 
and proposals for cooperative 
research 

Rector Ole Petter Ottersen, University of 
Oslo 
(10) 
 
Ambassador Leidulv Namtvedt 
(10)  
 
 
 
 
Charge d’affaires Svetlana Ozhegova 
(10) 
 
Director General Evgeny Shlyakhto, 
Federal Almazov North-West Medical 
Research Centre 
(15) 
 
Prof. Boris Afanasyev, First Pavlov State 
Medical University of St. Petersburg 
(15) 

Dean Frode Vartdal, 
University of Oslo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
16:00-16:30 
 

 
COFFEE  
 

  

16.30-16.45 
 
 
 
16.45-17.00 
 
 
 
 
17:00-17.15 
 
 
 
17.15-17.30 
 
 
 
17.30-17.45 
 
 
 
17.45-18.00 
 
 
 
 
 

ITMO University – collaboration 
opportunities with UiO 
 
 
Of disease, genes & 
computational biology: 
opportunities for Oslo-St. 
Petersburg collaborations 
 
Collaboration from the viewpoint 
of Almazov 
 
 
Collaboration in cardiology 
 
 
 
Development of the European 
(ESH/ESC) Hypertension 
Guidelines 
 
Stem cells: Collaborative 
opportunities for translational 
studies 

Prof. Alexander Boukhanovsky  
ITMO University 
(15) 
 
Prof. Philippe Collas 
University of Oslo 
(15) 
 
 
Prof. Anna Kostareva 
Almazov Centre 
(15) 
 
Prof. emeritus Jarle Vaage 
University of Oslo 
(15) 
 
Prof. Sverre Kjeldsen 
University of Oslo 
(15) 
 
Prof. Joel Glover 
University of Oslo 
(15) 
 

Dean of Research 
Hilde Nebb 
University of Oslo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18.00: Apéritif 
19:00: Dinner for all participants at Tøyen Hovedgård, hosted by Rector Ole Petter Ottersen 
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My project regarding the molecular and cellular mechanisms behind calcification with stenosis of the aortic valve 

has significant complementary advantages. 

After we had started this project in a field like few others in the world are studying systematically, we discovered 

through our already ongoing contacts in St Petersburg at Anna Kostarevas lab ran within the same field, we almost 

got the feeling that we were like a glove. 

 

We have a Russian guest (Maria Bogdanova) who came to us from Almazovgruppen. 

1. We have divided the work between us there anything perishes at Almazov, which takes place in Oslo - we are 

discussing and planning together along the way - so we mostly are on the list of authors either the practical 

laboratory work. 

2. We studied initially mechanisms of aortic who were linked to the starting normal anatomy, namely the 3 leaf ( 

"leaflets") (Trileaflet aortic valve = TAV). In Almazov they studied also mechanisms flaps with 2 blades (Bileaflet 

aortic valve = BAV). BAV found in 2% of the population but account for 50% of the flaps with severe calcification. 

BAV has therefore a clearly increased propensity for calcification and have a number of genetic differences from 

TAV. Comparison of calcific aortic valve with comparison has been led by Almazov; an article is under preparation 

which we are co-authors. 

3. Moreover, patients with BAV tend to develop aortaneurismer and we have this year published an article in which 

differences in the aortic wall in patients with BAV and TAV described - this work is also led by Almazov. 

4. We now writing three articles with common author lists, where the work emanates from us - we have a much 

greater pace than our colleagues at Almazov. 

5. Last year was a technician from Almazov with us in a few weeks to learn technique we had with co-cultures of 

endothelial cells and fibroblasts in which we study their "cross-talk" by calcification and study the role of endothelial 

cells. 

6. Our people have also been repeatedly Almazov to help introduce our cell culture techniques. 

7. Almazovgruppen have VERY big advantage of our cooperation when it comes to writing articles for English-

language periodicals - but this should perhaps not be said! ?? The same applies to the design of studies. We have 

regular Skype 

My project in cardiology has complementary  

advantages with our collaborators at Almazov 

Research centre, St.Petersburg.  

 

…. we almost got the feeling that we are like a glove 

Prof. Jarle Vaage, Cardiologist 



Prof. Joel Glover 

As a result of cooperation: 

 

The Stem Cell Center at UoO signed 

an agreement with Pokrovsky Stem 

Cell Bank in St. Petersburg where the 

latter performs a specific assay 

important for us. 

 

This assay requires a high level of 

expertise that we do not possess   

 

This agreement is a welcome result 

of the connection between our core 

facilities.  
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Samarbeid – palliativ 

behandling/omsorg 

Hovedsamarbeidspartner: 

 

North-Western State Medical University named 

after Mechnikov (NWSMU) 

14 



Bred forståelse av palliasjon 

1) Smertebehandling:  

     Samarbeid Helsam og Russian Institute of    

     Traumatology and Ortopedics 

    

     Forskningssamarbeid 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Kreftomsorgen: Samarbeid KlinMed og 

Helsam og Family Medicine/Mechnikov 
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2) Palliasjon 

 

Kapasitetsbygging 

Seminarer/workshops/oversettelse av 

lærebok/PhD-studenter? 
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3) Geriatri  

 

Kapasitetsbygging med stor vekt på forskning 
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Utfordringer 

 

 

       Kultur – politikk – økonomi  
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